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... ·cr And G 
o- 1tb Hillsboro.r..·/e. · pocahontas collo, ty . 

Industry . SoIIUE l <=J 

Th£ f1rst tub LUll Md Saw U1 Il in the Grf'fonbank cOIJl!lIUnlty waS 
orm-

'."ooda'ells probably Joseph ~"'oodd~11,th18 tub 
C4 and opcrated by the plontcer r 

.tIl the top stone 1s stationary and the bottom stonE the runnf'r,whl1e the 

grist mill thE ' bottom stonE' 1s stationery and th e top stODE the runner a tl1-

t hamm£'r was InstallE:d at this mill ... h ich r;8.S g rEatly neEdEd by the pioneers 

1n making tools and impl1mmts of i ron and st Ee l this operatton took place on 

the SEIl ry -;-; oodtiell place in GrHnbank,tbe lumber that finlsh rd the. old c010n1-

8. 1 hOUSE of Jacob ,\,,'arwick at cloverl1ck was s8.1"I'fd on this mill at Grf€nbank th-

80:af 130 yEars ago .A Tilt HammEr was installed at this mill which wee gree-

tly tlEEdEd by the pioneers in making tools and imp11ments of iron and steel 

na::Ely horse shoes,wagon t1r€8,shovel plo'ii's,bolts,na11s and _'~y ~ others, few 

,(o;>lE: l1ving 1n the town of Gr Eenbank tOday kno" th at such a rna,chin e as th e-

~1 t r~~~r was operatEd in toe to~ of .... Gr e cnbank . 

About 1799 tht l78.teI' pOl':Er of N tb 
or Fork l78.s ' beg1nning to be har_ 

Cf .t4 p th10 r.ae cal~ed Cartmille 0 
~ r t c}:: at that t1 , .... me , h Ere a Tub mi ll r.a.s 

11\ tt.at • 1n opera.tion fo r to t 
o 15 years t h1s ,';as a ll built by Earl!B.D 

fl.U ,0. So14I1M 1n later Y' ar8 r Odclcd the mil l 
and o.ddC'd to th E' corn 

y ,~O ,rina buOkT1hfb.t and. whcat 
00(1 1n conneotion had l!..n Up and ttllm 

Ma 

t 
\ ith h \'t.:ry bt'st till i t e P1n~ 

8o lo""n C 
onta.d bO tb t Q.tca.d 18 th e o l :.ifot h ou-

"e 'f • ., 
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Industry • Saw.;.t: 1 ..... 

About 1822 Pat ri ck Bruffey built a gr ist mil l and Sa w 1u
ll 

coIrib1nEd 

in Connt-otlan bad a bJ.ecksmith Shop and E.stablishEd a Viagon shop and 8U-

pp l1E.d thE" community and surrounding terrEto ry with nagons , Bruffey later bec-

am' Sheriff of Pocahontas County and dHd r653 and today you find milling goi-

nb on at t h is samE: location but the mill 1s knOViIl today as The North Fork Mill-." 
j ing.Q~ ,an.?-..... f!Ql!:I. the very first has bHn the main stand by fo r ' thE communi ty . 

, 
The pioneer l)ullel Kerr locatEd on D€:Fr Cr Eck at the c l ose of 

:t€Volutionary War and Established a gr i st mill , saw mill and blacksmi th shop 

and a little later a Jathe was i nstalled and was opErated by Fredr ick Ph illips 

",ho uae 8 wheEl right and madE spinning whH.- ls,loo ms , re£ l s , spooas ,frame:s an d 

... oeerCr €;(:k. chatrs.'I'his ","as the only watEr pOWEr m; 11 on 

About 1819 run dy Taylor settle-d on Galfo rds Cre:e:k and Erected a 

ei't1st 0.111 and saw mill that ,'las k t .p running unt il rSBO . 

About 1825 to 30 John yeagEr Er€c"'€d 
u a san mill on P lock Run a 

breach of North Fork and it was hEre that tht fi . h nl-a ing lu:nbEr was sawed fo r 

tl.[ 014 log church on the Allt gheny Mount i a n . The o l d mill s i t. was a.bout two 

1 .a (rom tbe. yco g Cl' homestead and the AllEghEny Bat tle FHld on th E' E l ock Run 

lIr.Ofl&ati t'la r:o.t 10nn 1 F oU.at pnoo Co th rOl.lgh th e old mill dam • 

• t ytoro a.ftc.-r th 
Oiv1l "::o.r Dr .J.p UoonlD.u (reot E'd an Up & 

-.oft .. 1 .1 p t r OT ,cnOtank , th, 1 
iI""'-~ utT!b ( r un,,. d \'/o.u moot ly Ch rl'y "bioh 1 Wll8 80 d to 

into turnitur~ tor thE 



----
And. Industry Samu( l () S:nlth ?111sboro. t: .Va.Pocahontas county . 

moo-nk cor.mun!ty.,a carding me.chin e l~as installEd along .... ith this mill 

turning out woo l yarn to tb e many wEavErs of that timE: in and around GrE'f-

nbank tbis carding machinE v;a.s opEratEd by \,'111iam B Woo~e:ll. 

ThE laE:t v;at€r powEr Saw Millon North Fork wes bui lt and opEratEd 

by Robert J Brown on sutton R1!J1,it " .. as bul1t~ about zgS5 

es .. ,eblngle m111,turnlng lathe and plaining mill this uaB thE' first plain-
·00' _ no -.. 

ing mill in the GrHn'bank community the fin i shEd lumber be ing used to fini -

sh thE' many housES that wErE being 'ouilt by the settlfcl's at this time. 

The gErms of time and dEcay haVE dfstroyEd all the watEr power mil l s 

I 
in this sEction EXC€pt the North Fork lU lling Company mi ll wh ich is still 

bl opcration . 

!:ol'th Fo l'k and DUl' Cl'E:l:::k of tb € DEE'r Cr e ek valley beautiful mo -

Wltain stl'<ams flm, bfnt1y tov;ard the SEa with th eir 
po\,;€ r unba rn essEd. 

pocahontas County ha 
6 many mountain st reams Bnd if harnessed r10u ld 

flJrnlah .. n e.bunc:t!lnc(: of pooe el' to run machi . ne:ry and g enE'ratt' £lectrici ty somE 

or ttt ~Odt tlr.~U' atr(amo nr~ Hills 0 
rC(k,lo cuot Cr C"E:k an d Stamp ing CrE'~k in 

• 
t IO\,l\h' rn (nd of Pocahonto.G County , ',j11 11am£l 

Riv tr , Sr."8go OrE: ek . SE'av £ 1' Crn't • 

.... ••. ,"' . Cr l ' ~ Cl.i1 010'/1 r Crt t k of' tht O(n t 
l' of the oounty th 

r". ):.a. IOn 
1th fL b __ l • "-

dam Md t\ name that :fU!"nlsh 



r.O,,":<TC ( And I:1dustry . Sarnul1 G S!'Iclth E.l11sCloro . " . Ve or- o cabontas Co . 

to Clovcrl1ck ana. thE surrounding "tErrftOry thi s nailEr wht't' l 

lnstal l(d by Berry Coyn Er of clov€"rllck , and '>.'as Erf cte-d i n I 937 ,·:lth a 

fran chisE from th e statE to Sft pOlES and f u rnish elEctric i ty to the p £'op le 

of olev £rlick and n<ar by t.rretory. 

In 1931 a man by tb € namE of GardnEr 

~~la;:.t. r: lll1am Q.Jlardnfr start~d tho 
'!: ll\. 1. , . 

p._I»"_a."l~:!.~~lI.poete " ere wcust and , 
I 

J' LJJ I "v( r 0( IdA V; 
?ackard with his cousin the 

of pocahontas County it r equi r ed man; thousand of Each thi s has furnishEd a 

~rt. Et fo r Qur Locust and ChEstnut timb er they WE r e trucked to c loverUck a nd 

thE- I E finishE d ready for ship ment to NEW Yo rk and Ua ry land to be used for fen -

cing as th e salt water from the OCEan in the mist that covers certain areas of 

thesE statcs caUSES fast dEcay of mEta l f €TIeing mo st of th 1 es E rai s and post 

went to long I sland , thEy a lso made \7he.t is kno,m as hurdl e f enee that 17ent to 

:nr "{ork .tate t o be bui lt on somE- f th 1 o € 0 d colonia l (stat ES wh Ere they hav E 

.. .cd n,1..£ fancy hors£B namely t hE' Wh i tneys , Vanderb ilts and other s , the pOW Er to 

r..r. tt.l1 ~lt:nt 1ft ecnlrutcd at Olov er11Ck.Th1s operat ion not on ly furnishe s a 

,k 't 10T our t, 1mb tr uut fU1'niGhcD (I'lh*t.l 
.-.. oymEnt to Ir.any m- <ither ~, at the pknt 

or in ~r" 1'So, or out.t.1nC tht t1mb er trom nIl oVCr Pocnhontn B County . 

• York " 

"1le Ir{ ahlpptct ou t. ovrr th o & 0 tram loverliok 

'f uonrcl I at •• 
o u. in Pocahontal County ar ...... _-- O~f r 



COC\.III ctO C And Industry.sc.muel G ;;a.1tb HillEuoro. 7: . Va . poce.hont as (:0'. 

r~ o rth Forlr.,Galf'ords CrEtt,S1tlin{;ton CrcEk and a part of Cheat RiVEr 

upp£l' hel! of thE: county and Ilk R1ver of the North 1.'l est£rn part,the 

of thES.E strEams 1s in in thE making as they could be harnESsed so as 

to f urnish power for the Entire county, electricity for the rura l sEctions. 

GrHnbr1€r River with the fan i ~ beB coul~_be fut to work furn::m.1n! 
, , 

.-: .. .l '" II - . ~ -
€l£ctr1c1ty for both po".r. andli~hts and it is hopEd that 'in , th e n~!.ut1-"" __ __ _ .. -to'''' __. - - ~ -u - _ ... ~ 

. - ... • 

• '. to! _ • - • ;;' _ _____ _ "' _ _ __ , ________ ~·~~H~ .. _.~. __ ~~, ' -. - ~ ~ - . . ._ .... 
re somE one w111 undrrtake -to -he.rn-€'Ss ornE of our many streams the-rE-by furn-

ishiD£ f. 1Ectrlcity and pOWEr to the rural sEctions of pocahontas County this 

would causE thE WhEels of industry to roll a nd pocahontas County would aga.in 

b E onE of W.Va.e industria l counties. 

lnf or.:!2.tlon .Ist part from Pocahontas TimEs and R. W Brown. GrEEnbank. W. Va . 

lat t Er part.observation and employES of Ga dn r Er Paoka rd working at Olove-r-

l ick . 

• • , 
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, lro BLAC~SMITHS TAl1Jl:m~ :UILL3RS Al 

NORTE FORI[ llILL 

b Vriah Hevener, This mil l was erected y 
Id Bruffey flour mill . the site of the 0 

Sr., in the year of 
Patrie Bruffey had 

1879, 

ere cted a flour mil l 011 81' te auout the year of 1825 \",hleh the some 

1':a5 . - 1 he al so had an up and dol''Il delven by an over shot \" ater wnee .. , ; 

saw: mi ll dr! ven _ c.JLI by the' !'::"'''''e ~llter power ar'rarlgrne nt , '''hleh ha.d been 
supplante y a d b UE,I,' S011' mi 11 in the 1870 I s 

In tbe last few years the mill was operated under th e firm 

name of The North b'a rk Milling Company t but was known far and 

-
D6sr ae the Hevener Millo, It lias erected When the famous whl te 

~ .;;.. 

pine tre...!~ W8!'e plentl;(y and all the 'frame lvork Was he'll/sd and " 

dressed bjl hend . all the3ramillg v.'as Tc,ortl s ed , dra w bored Bnd 

plwled \" 1 th l ocust pins • . No 8Pl1:es We re uEed in the fre me work. 

Th. entlre bUilding "'a8 four storlec hl gh includlng t h e husement 

an. "ea 8 comple te m'8terplece of architecture . O1'he modern carpente r 

"ou14 Ll"";'B e t and In Admiration end mene1 at ito p erfect 
conatru(: jon . 

lb ••• r'10 •• or J ""'08 ~lliott was SeCured to bUild tbo mi ll 

... 4 -Ilo th. help or Eldrldco Brow" lUld u Ur . 1'1'O
PPS 

l d 011 the 
oar ... u\..r · 01'1;. on tb lJU11'1 Oh 

U Il l! . tll'lotl p . lJro\"u luld the 1'oluldntj n .M 411 th •• ' ton ')rk . 
'1')1 0 ttl" uh 1 flO 'Y I'·t PlH i II to pe r I e Ot r Int oo~.J I~ 'C.h 1, 

" m11 h ' l £h t 11)1 I.h. little l'!' t.!orunn Iud )j ob r 
J. I- v . _r .. '!;f.h.t helper . 
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1 the d th ~ mi ll du r ns millers operate 
Many different 

Robert Ji'. Gum 
xi>.. ty yea.re • .PerhaPS 

worke d the mill lone-or 

past 

than 8ll~- other mil l er . 
d ill viev ' of the ne e ds 

with industry , an _ 
I n keeping up d that the ol d J:)ruffey 

it may be obs e rve 
0<' tho ~·eonban.k communi ty h i 

• . t und had t e r 
weB a center Of . indus ry 

wi 11 Oil,! the He yener mill 
the history of the Greenbank in the niche of plac e of importan(;B 

cOre.mUl.:.i ty . 

master mech6nic of the building James Elliot t t the 
pri ,ate lU1der the command. soldier in the Indis.ll ,"ars ; was a 

of 

General Ge orge 1 R He \f 'BS wi th Reno ' s A. Custer , and Genera l ena. 

t.rmy v'he n Custer I s company was massa cred in 1 8 76 . Mr. ~lliot t' s 

s::ida yi t was t aken b y Squire John P. Townsend in 1926 for the 

pu.rp Od6 of s e curi ng a p e nsion a s a n I n di a.n war ve teran . He died 

before tle paper s V'e r e 3 ified b:y th~ U. S. Government . He l\la~s 
a Confederate SOld-'i-e-r-1:-n~the Civi l \'Jar under the command of , 

, I 
Ge _e ral 1rby mlth , aud#!l ick Taylo!" ~n the South V:e~t . After the 

war he wor ked 1:1s W6.y from Miss i s sippi to Iowa , and from t here in 

,~pan w1 th a man named Reynolds went to t h e Dakotas on a t r appi ng 

e xS/'ldlt.l on a nd ther eb y enl is t e d in Cust e±-~s Army . 

On aturday ni ght , Mar ch 2 , 1 940 t he North Fork Mill 

. kl at cTly and complete ly des tr oye d by fi r e . This d i sas t er is 

.. onl l~ lr . cS tho mal t unt ortuno te event o"f a ca l ami tons 118 ture 

.. \ t'. #1t r .,O \.0 4. t.he C"tOOllbonk n01ghborh ood e t uos h e c1Cl.~1S f 

\ • e tT ll •• " . J , B. 

.,11 .11 '*r - I ho" 
Orndorf OWU t'I 'J:' o f th o mill had w rked i n the 
flrn . lftf r t'lnt po r e 118 h do !:Ired. the m1ll 

: c ' • or 
J rt ".i I"., no 11 h t. Or fir • 'tho th'o no ilia 

,. '. \'" Cl ... h 0011 



inside W8t3 a mo SS of flanes .... 'hen first discovered . I n 

v's s a J':lEiSS of ruined the wh ole structure 
1 ••• than balf [!. l'l hour d t more than .$ 1 0 . 000 . 

10S6 is e s timate a machiDery . The entire 

The two turbine dei va wbe els 
ere still in the v/ater deck in regular 

the main s tand by f or the nei ghbor-
arraugement . This mill has been , _ ~. ~ ~ 

t ixty yearso - n,..",.~ 1'::1 ~~ hood f or a period of abou s 
• who erected the ~il1 on this site in 1825 Patri ck Druffey , 

. i nt ci tizen° a skilled vlorkman in stone , "ss 8 Yer~' u~aful and prom ne , 

l r ~n and wood , and filled mo a t of the official posi.tions in the 

gIft of the CO Ul1ty. 

* John Jordan, the ancest or of the rel£tionship oi that name 

in lower Po cahontas , wa s 8 ver~' V!o rth;y uati ve of Irela nd . By 

occ upation be a s 8 ta;i.lor, and when he on(.;e mot ~ a fellm" membe r of 

the c::y after a prolonged se paration his friend was very demonstrf. -

t l-T6 he p lea sure the me e tillg affol!.ded- him . In his joyful 

8T.J:.11aratlon he struck his friend J orda n on the back of his hand 
! 

y: 1 th 8 s ide bl ovi of hi s own . m i s friendly li ck \'Vas so pov/srtul 

6.8 too 1n.fli c t a bruise so se ri ous in it s effec ts as to nec e ssitate 

~c:.puta ion ~f t he ar m just below t h e e l bow . Nevertn e le Gs~he l earned 

to nee ft hoe or ax t o 6 goo d purpose i n a fter life . tie came to 

t 1:1s roglon 8B 8 tra.veling mer chant I d ealing in Iri sh linens and 

other pOTt~blo mor ~h9ntdi ~ 
, eo . .u e ViDS a ''b,ard money" mall in his 

ftn~nciftl pr.~ renDoI , nnd 
oan" ortod all paper money he l ' Gcel Yed 

S · 0 c.tl"r fi1l4 sold . !JiBS M1rl11m Mcl'Joe l , dnunhter of J ohn McNeal 

• . 1 • 
ho • OUlIS m l' o h lI t h d 

.0 r 
o OUOU)' h~ r min l ~ \ 11 .. 

1 • .s ' fIl h. w". uQu'ltt r.lU )" 0 t.1I(I t. mUuh m noy , 

A' - •• 
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olrt.inly t ake good of h e r. '1'0 c;ure the surprise of her 

sh ould funey a cripple , 1 a6 she was 
that: a nioe sensible gir the hustling YOUD.£ 

the attentions of did not diSCOuI'age . 

alld tbe~ VlerB married . At that period ilJ bur local 
IrlfihmOU , 

history 8 r ecommen.dation yOW'lg mans 
V!6.B his sbil! ty to clear land , 

but to spltt roils, and grub stumps. 

olothes ''''a6 not to be thought of . 

marry a cripple in store 

"'fter t heir marriage Ur . Jordan continued to prosper in 

making 8 living, and Purchased some serwmts to T'wi t on the 

s,'~pri Ein'" venture as to marry hlI:!l . He that bed made such a ~ u 

girl 

settled 

on lrS.l11stone Run and opened up a fine farm . There were fi va sons and 

t hree daughters. 

'l'~ 1.1cII.l!;EL HILL 

~~ McUeel mill a t Millpoint was bui lt about eighty years 

ago by Isa~c MeUe e l . Mr. Melleel O\med the mill l.illti l his death, 
1'" " 

atter .",hlGh time it belonged t o his son Dr . r(inters McUee l of 

al11sboro . On July 8th . I visited this mi ll a nd was told by the 

pre sen t pr opri e t or G. N. Dalton that this mi ll had e ~ ' ~- bee n in 

o er6tloo practically ever y lteek day siuce its erection 80 ~'eer s 

6g0 . Be Ba1 4 that he had vl~itorB from many s tates end that the~l 

ballOTed it to be the olll y remaining frame l~ey b ui lding in the \"Iorld. 

I a:D not author1t.y 6nougb on the mil ls o:f the world to say if this 

t. cor1"oQt , but t t. 18 probabl~' tho olll :J one in the COtUIty . ~>\t 

"'., raU tho :trftmo "Ork 10 put t ogo the r t tit.hout unile , and i s 
eo - .11 \'ullt t..bat Ort.or eo YO"ru h 

\, '~h \'U'I. it. 

Ttl.. 11\ rtl .•• 

.ollA4 

~ 01"0 is Hot r 1'"0 In the 

. t,uul D t.htro Mi l . l1d H8 1t 'bUilt onl,l' : ' stcrdey. 

\ th COrn Ulld. rhea • .Ihrou.ghout the ynnrs J thad 

• • -, .. .., ..... • 
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a uleacher. Ur Dalton saSE t hnt he 
kno,m mill grinding 

ilas b o m l ~ .. o l ~l h;V [ uth orj t:I e9 

1mbl eached flour . 

Bowe'\"sr, in 
wa s ins t a lled . but be suys that April 1~40 B bleacher 

mony 

t hat 

ill prefer the unblea~hed flour e nd people of the vacinlty st 

1 Per month . Brea d made from he frlnds about four barre 6 

flour is sBid Dot only to be more delicious 'Lut 1s the unbleached 

E.l sa more heelthful as bleaching takes ou t all of the oils . Air . 

Dalton rW1S the mill f or Mr. MeUeel on a percentage b a ses , and be 

tells me that he is busy most of the time grinding flour . meal. 

en d ::eed . :r'be origina l v;ater \',hee l \vas a vlooden Ov e rshot vlb e el . 

t.ut ""as r ep18(;ed sever nl year s ego b y a met Rl whee l . 

There ha s been « mill at Millpoint ever sin~ the one ere c ted 

by Valentine Ceckley, Sr. in 1800 0 and it has always b e en e. pay ing 

bUsiness as t here a r e so many go od farms in the s urr ounding 

co unt~y side an d much s t ock i s ul s o r a ised , therefore fe e d i s 

a l \'Je 'ys L: ' demand . Both the Cackl ey mi lls were located a s hor t 

d1Etan~own stream fr om 'the McNee). mi ll. 

\Joo>aen ove.r t::;hot wa t er whe e l s 1;"eB:!." out 0 

• they \'JoUld ge t h eEi. ,\Y 

on t he sba dy s i de . The s l:rewd sal e sman f r om the n orth "!ou ld then 

eb ol" t h e a dve...T'J t C:. ge of t he s t e el f abri ca t ed wa t er vlhee l a n d of t h e 

'D~· b i De . Take a n artful l y con s t ructed 
vlster Whe e l out of c ommi ss i on 

8fJii it ia e urprising how qUiCkl y it went to piece s . 
"01'1 " hila a mount ain man who is wor t h hi s s a lt Dn d t obacco 

t t..n l Ull toke en llXe end muke n g-ri t mill c ompl e te , big or 
4 . t 1 prOber, n"ott rrmy roquiro , 1 mus t od.ml t t hat vo a 

quitt 
~r.lntne u .k l 11 u ~ o pr o foDO l one l m111 

\Ol'l'lnh t.s D genora t i OH 
fft lut. OUl"t I'l l oollo. ,'oi 0\.' r " 

u'b \. · .0 tS ,f 

10 0..1. v(.tl' JC.\iJ o 

11 ttl • • 
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\. ILLIlJ~.j lULL 

tio,o:ever , B mill r un by an overshot woode n ,,'ater v:he el 

1s still to be fOruld in .Po cahontas . It was ma.de Dnd is still 

111 f B uf~ ys Creek . Some years ago owned b y >:iquire G. lA . Vti amS 0 r e 

for h i s .)VlD convenience Rnd tr..at of hiE neighbors he rigged him­

self up a gri a t mill . He worl:ed rainy days and mnde himself a 

water wh elll fift een feet in d i ameter, out of ",'ood . It makes a r ound 

ei ght r evolut i ons per minute . For B ;;pind l e he used the dr! ' 18 

shaft of a tractor steam Ingi1l6 ,gear and e ll. He dammed Bruffeye 

Creek to put the wa ter in a s lui ceway he dug e rOlUld the h ills ide . 

For cor n rocks be had the . choice of .!!'rench burrs or a pai r of 

millstones ' made from Allegheny pebblestone out of the old Smith 

16.111 on Greenurier River above Seebert . '1'he squire says the 

~llegheny etolle is far superior to the much vaunted Feench burrs, 

aE the Alle6'neny s tone wear like other burrs . and so d o 
• 

not r el1 i re dressing--up so often . A Mr, Couch . railroad man a nd 

utl11ty~egnate from th~ Ozark region of ~rkansas t wishes to make 

a bcist mi ll run wi th an 0 h vers at wa te r whe a l; all home made . ~o. 

::ie sent t hree YOtL'1g men to .Pol:ahonte.s to see "·ha t we h a d i n the 

.. ay Jf mi ll s :I f thie t ype. The \'" 
li ll iams mill was visited snd meas -

urementa end pictures taken . 

'l'hey also vi s1 ted the 
old Beard mlll on Locust Creek , now 

orno4 b, ::,'cSnoy J.tcCo~ (R d P 
. ee - ocnhoJ1tas Times J 1 ( 

1tltlD"'JJ1~11::lg A'round " 1' t u y 4 ,1 940 under 

n . 

. or part of t.he a b ove rna tari 1 .) 

J vi tI t tt)d l.he 1.0nnory 
of ~OlltO J1 ~mith at !Jill poi nt anI ,;\-' 

1I.r'lU.ll1StlB tro, 'olors ' '' e re 

of «-111 l.ho !)m1 t I~ D \\h hH~' b8~ n 

Jm1 t.h ot hi () family . eo 1"1 r S~ he 
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knows , •. 88 James 8mi th who 0:a9 bOUlld to B tanner in StaUl1ton, Va . 

until be "8S twenty-one yonrs of age. Then he came to i'ocahontas 

County and rented Wallaces Tannery at Millpoint . He never had e 

tanUerl' of his Q?/n . He had five sons. tliree of whom v'era talll1ers. 

Jake Seitb bad h is tannery l ocated at J<:dray, but he did not make 

up h1s leather . William Smith had no tannery but he made harness , 

.fiddles, and shoes . He a160 lived at Edray. , It is probable tbat 

he bought the leather from his brother J ake . Joe Smith had a 

t annery and "JaS located at Mi llpoint . Isaac Smith , anothe r s on, 

bed his tannery on the Greenbrier_ Biver between Seeber t and Viatoga . 

Pleas Smith . the fiftQ son, lived at Edray and was a c ountry 

d c t or. 

Edgar A. Smith , father of Benton Smith , has a tSlmery 

ne e.r \;etoga . He tans the lea',her d e n does Some rep a ir work but 

o,..,ms leather. Benton Smith says that he does n0:j;.ake up much ~-. '" 

Tor;:ed . t h e talln wt:i., ery- · , L. l1 his farher wl til four years ago , at 

bleh t1. e he mo"Ved to r.~lPOil1t and bu i i -t n t aru19ry of his OVJD. 

Hie 18 tee good ol d oak taruJe d l eather . The f irst s pe ll i s in the 

~~t ! or one month ; t he second is f or t wo months ; the t h ird for 
1t.r~e ~onthe . i f the l eat her i s 

light t h at is enough . ",he fourtb 

months , and t hi s j s for heavy s i de s f or sale 
• ~.r. ~'ro 8 lot of benr pelta in 

borod mora thon 0) 
" 1 0 

! r l, ~nCt4 (.11011' tk Sn for 

the proc.:es8 of tnnnjng 

hllndred . Mr . Sit! m 1 ho e 

l e e t:h e r . 

eooud 

1 0 l.h Broruft \. ork . lie mnk.es h£l.l"ne 8 and 
C!.1. 1. • • 

I 

liT 

t uhoom. k r . 
r !I \. t "I~ h,.t, 

rl (btit ...... _ .... .. 
ti thoomHltflr . 

11\\ .. r m1 t.h . 



J,," ob Y.ager - - ----!l blaeJ,sr.l i tho 

~omuel Gay of Elk-L--a bla okamit'. 

Abraham Hill -----a black~mith. 

Joseph I!'riel-----~ a blacksmith. 

Th omas ~~ys------made shoes and harness . He livea 

on Br owns Creek. 1I .J'~ ~~' 

July 16. 194 0 

DU1JL10tm 11lLL~ 

1 Vlent to Dunmore yes teraay t o try to get the h i s t or y of t he 

mills up there . From a h i s t or y of Dunmore ~Iri tten by Miss Ella 

Pr i t ~nar d ~everal years ago I got t he follovJlng ; 

n The only flour mill for a l11Lrnber of I!l1 1es 'Was locur ed at 

Duru:.ore . and run by a spl endi d water pm"e r "Jhich never froze nor 

r.snt dr y , maki ng i t dependable . The olde r I:J.ill ,',tas run by what is 

celled an overshot whee l. Later another mill was erected by 

Col . St~phen Cornelius '~;1."itchnrd who used the turbine wh ee l for 

pOTier • . n t h is old w~ power location was a l so an up and down 

!:e:r cill , 8 car d.ing machine which did s plen did worl:, and a p l a..Tling 

t::achlne ';hlch made Dunmore a ye:cy bUSiness ..:; e n ter
o

" 

i.e I near as can Eat it by r:hat the older peopl e tel l me, 

Lnuer. lhethe\'JB built t he fi r s t mill on thi s l ocetion so~e time 

l..eforc the C1 v1 1 \"1 r " 
a • .1.10 one Seems to 1~0\" if he a l so ovmed t he 

~11l and cr rding machine or not , but since they were run hy 

aa:e power . 1 t 1a believ ed thnt he did. 

4ec?r4tng to 14188 .Ella Pr1 tch ord , AHdre", Mathews s old h l s I an ~ 
l, ·!11Iam 1 Dunoon and 1 

• BUOO Mooro .. ~hey change d t he llame O':f 
~t.. J 1"(1.6 rr l)r~ Iottt. henv!l to j) 

Lo unmoro . uaing Q cO::lbj tm t1 on of' thei r 
e . ':)mchrj ",fin lol l to' J 

O'hn f . \ /01'\"101:. 1n 1 ! , (Ill ;1n lA60 
It '"~ 10 f 

o lJ.r . 

I, Thollil IB~3 . (JOl"'uIII11ue ~rltohl'rd 
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•• chaUted a form on ~ackeon River for this lend ot Dunmore. lie 

bull t tho presont mill not long after he moved here . 1'herefore it 

88 built 80metime in the 18 70'B. 

Cam McLaughlin , the present owner of the mil l showed me 

through the old mill and exp l ained the purpose of each machine. 

Al l of the old oriSinal machinery, cog wheels llnd all are of Vlood, 

ani atill in use . Lumber for the mill VleE sawed on the .old up and 

down ssw mill. Every piece lI!as cut on the ground alld r eady for 

assecblage before the foundation was e .... er laid. Then t"hen lIr . 

Pritchard started to build , all he bad to do vves to put it together. 

'Yne old VIbeel v'as en overshot wooden Y.'h e e l, this ".'8S replsced by 

a turbine . Mr Pritchard di . d leaving the mi ll to hfs heirs . They 

d.Id not run it themse l ves but rente d it or hired millers to run 

1 for them. Among those caring for the mill for 'a tmme were 

ther "amp\ ell and Jack DU~f'y. ~b out fifteen 'years ago the mill ~ 

8e bouaht by Cam McLaughlin. He built an add i tion to it v:hieb -he 

.eec! 88 a larnge . }lor many ears the mill VJ8S idle . Mr .. McLaughlin 

ale a ~Ooden whee l to generate p ower for 
lights and to charge 

b. l eT¥, e tc. ~~l B wheel wr.e 
c. replaced a fe w years ago by a metal 

.• a1 . ~'bout three years Ag O J' U 1 
-, .11' ..... C augb lin started the old mi ll to 

rw ... 'lin 4 ain 1 
• ow people 111: ed the w1bleacbe d flour so be does 

roo 

It 

l ro 

t 

rtnl wt..o t bu t USe e t h 
e Wheat burrs to grind buck,,]heatflour .. 

80 h • 4 corn burr . 

~ .r, 1. IOma talk Uow :r 1 
o t l)Q1 nC Bold t fl rOl"sr:\f 

• IIu 

1 \ ctt 

• 

ftlit'l ral IIn tor . \'hothor . his 
I 

t PD fl Onta --rrJue 

d ,,~ 

.. ~.v,? ~ ~t:-<';L 

0 •• 

>--".,-



James E. A. Gibbs 

JULni ta s . Dille~ 

Clover L1ck , '1 . Vo . 

Pocahonta a County 

Gibbs was a mechanic , a man of the tenant class who bare ly 

!:lade a living for himself and his large family . For a time he 

wa s in churge of a combined grist mill, carding machine , and 

sB~IDi ll built by J ames A. Price at Marlins Bottom. 

The idea of making a sewing machine came to Gibbs while he 

li ~ed in the Little Levele on lands belonging to ~o l. Samue l 
. 

Ruckman . It is sai d that his working mode l was carved by him 

from a laure l r oot. 

He went into partnership with a man by the nawe of Wi l cox 

at ta:m: Ion, DeleViare . Gibbs came buck to Marlinton . leaving 

" 11eo n"tr oduce -t -he----ni;rchlne to the publi c . The Ci~i l -War 

rema inenere. 
~ 

The Gibbs family a l mos t starved . , . 
fihen c ommunication was opene d with the north , after the \"/B ~, 

Gibbs f ound tha t Wilcox had ~ade a great success of t he sewing 

~ch1 ne . and had banked Gibbs l part of the ~one y fo r him . Gibbs 

re t uned \.0 Deleware and from that time on he was a ri ch mnn . 

In the 18 9 0 · e l G1 bbs en b k me ue to Marlinton for s e vera l 

., ' 1 11.1 . ae 'l't'68 O'\"Q 'l' 9 1i': f ee t tnll and '"'ore • a tull silk bat . 

hu l t 1 mo tho t ho had t u], . n out I 63 pu t ents . His 
r; rain 11.J 1..ch l eY/ing m.noh1no wns ltno' 11 for gonorstio s os the 

~rom .... .. p , (J uh n us 'I'\ mof' - Jun • .e . 19 0 
001" 1n Pr t uQ 

POOl h IUn8 Ttmee - - 1 ge3 
Androw Pr1 co 



• , 

• 

CfY'../! I ( t.;.;..- -
• 

_tas. DIDo1 
... r lick, LV •• 
.. lI.1940 

• 

~ Small Bueinee ••• 

~ •• tlon 2 -Ch. • 
2 .. 1I1118r8. S, 3-b. qUlation 

. . , 
John Johnson, 

h ml-..III t Marline Botto., e _hoee ~om. waa a 

.. 'lured 11'1 Nicholae. 
. . h 1.. but" ldoo"'r ~ He "tart~d aD ' foot to Nic o . ~ 

nine dayl, but fin4ade~. ~ . He _as 10llt tor 'Ulr 8lack '~ountain.. ' . _ 

there he • .•• gi.:ven food , gradual, ly until h ..... ~. ~.'.DIl to. hou ... 

to ' Ni~hOl88t~brought ' back ~~e 8.~ ~ti lieu . Re made the tri p . ,' . 

of the first crope" grown 11'1 Yocabontu.< .. . ':_ pl r.!:l ted one ,- -' . , _._, t 

1 . t of the century corn could 'be r~peDilh. t_ coUJlr, B1 the ear y par ' . . I . 

. 1 pref.r-'ro~ corn ~ea'l to hominy mad. ", -iU1.t 8D4...tab and since the peop • . . . 
mill_ were built. , . 

. . . 

.. 

Some of the best All w ... ~o- of these mills were 1 The two .. at lill~ • . 

built by the CacUeye. The lower miii 
. , 

who .1eo promoted other industries sueh as a tannery, a ta b..,. and • , . ~ , 
.tore. rh~ upper mill was built w.rose,. -Cac:ls.y 

1D 1834 but was l ater · sola to ~ampson Me. tthe1f8. 
• .. 

. , 

The Poage Ilill on~ K6appe Creek. 
-~ , 

. , , 
Th'is mill was builtk the ht",e i-t 

ot t.he 18th c:entury by James Poage. IDlen he emi grated. to ¥uckr, be ..u . . . 
i t to Pet .. r Lightner : 

.; I" , 
Lightner improved it and for years-=oa.fated. , 

Tide circle ot cUltome rl . The Henry Har pe r mi ll 8ucceedtCHs.nl. . !I.-e 

• 

ll!.~r,... 1.1 .. 4 by thi. mill Are on Cummings Cr eek, having beu.iiteD tar. ... ...._ 

f rSe. ~Co.b. Th.y ar. b.~1eved to be among the oldea t .hdh e..aty. n ... 

1l1n ol'l" .tr. _ad. by Adu Sha ratt nea r ·Friel. on the Cr..n .. Riy-er. 

• 

• 
, ... .,., DiU., - . ot t. hl t our DUley • • 

broth.re who _. r. ,., .. . ., ,'6 •• r.. ...... 
tnle aJ 11 .. ~.p'tI 1n th. 

"" , ... .. . 
• 

1 .. 
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~ .'11 on 1&111 Run near sunset. 
Tha Micha.l oaughe, .. Y au. 

Thie 1. be-

11 •• ed 1.0 b. the 
11 propoll

od by water ~ywher. in this 
(1 rat tub ad t 

... 01. regi oD. It weo patronhod by .11 e«tione of uppor pocahontU' 

f b i 
e of the best of its kind. Some-

ud had the r epu~atlop 0 e ng on 

t,1 ... t.heu tub mills were put on runs that had only sufficient "ater 

during the rainy season. 
For sueD mills a long hollow log was often , 

used tor trunking to carry the water to the, wheel. These mille did 

not ,grind aq much but their product waS the sweetest and best obtain-
'" 'c' , -

.. . ~ able. . Viehliel DaughertY ,was onB of the first of. the nobility to set tle 

on Knapps Creek . 
He. was -not only able to pay his own pBs,sage to America, 

- , 
but to hire the services of those who ao~d themselves as indented ser­

vant. for a certain peri'od of time. 

~yago l!il~ operated'Dy Jonathan }Jc N~ ill. He was the eldest Bon of 
-, 

Thomas LlcNeill who c' .. me to Swa go ' d 1 769 --~ "':"'" aroun and a ppears to have been -
-, 

an interpriBing person. llilli~g,. weav ing, fui~:'n~g cloth and powder ' 

Cluing .u carried on under hie' 9~pervi6ion. -;,' Cov.- rl- t _, ", e 8 woven by one Jones ' 

were 8t~1l in us e f i fty yean ~r mo~ -z. ,~ " _ after they were woven. 
-. - , 

Thie mill 

i, now held by Judge George M Cli c otic, . though of c ours-. 't 1 . _ 1 S no onger in 

u • •• 

~re we r e many other grist mills. David J ames one of the fir~t men 

Ja mes Wan l es s a lo cal minister LO 11 •• on Droop Mountain ha~ a mill. 

Henry Clark had a mill- on Spr ing ,Creek , but 

t ht •• n't b • • n able t o got any au thentic information about them. I n fact, 

tn .Wlry cOI":a\lnHy of I.h e county there we r e mi ll •• t one time or another. 

on alQlo. t. every . t.ream or w.to r 1 arge enough to turn 

during the r ainy "'Ion . 

• 
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• ,,_y 01 the •• adlle ... re mad. trom eand-
~ burr. or .ton.. ro~ _ . 

•• • "cb gr eat quantity and or unu8ual hard­
no .. f0ll84 ill thle county~.. .. 

pair of 
thee. mill atonee made more than a 

Il •••• cal.1D Price hal a 

of El
k, for th .• mill that .. ae on the Varner 

ago by John Hannab 
Th~Y were given t o Yr . Price 

pla.o on tbo Big Spring Fork ' of Elk R. 

by tho late S."uol varo'er. whon he B91d biB. flIT" . · Thoy aro ·about 30 

incb •• in diameter , an~ .eigh oveT 100 Ibe. each . Mr. Price' bellev~ 
. 

they' are made of this Droop sandstone found here in the county • 
... 

.. 

• 

Ho.ever, a8 800n a& it was possible, t~e bome made, mil~BtoneB were 

French burrs appear to have been the dl ­
< . replaced with imported at-pnes . 

airld on • • in the more permanent mills th!,lt did cus"tom grinding • . '!'h • 

• arly settler Yas a resourceful man and if be eouid not get .the 
imported 

~.,-
, 

on .. be :nade them from material at hand • . ;:. -

About the Varner Mill, the st'ory goes that John Hannah built the 

outfit complete in one day except the -jigging thing". :that appears t o 

he.e been the bark or board attached to the bottom, Bta~ionary stone, 

dO'lrO which spouted the meal. These mills s erved' well their day and en 

o~~ional one can be found still standing, though not in use. (SO". oC 

repaired and used by the 'moonshiners ' during the days or 
• 

prohibition, ) 

i. id e t rom t heae gr is t mills there we re als o powder mil l s l oce.tl!d on 

1t.U.7 of tbe . Ul rw ... or tho count y . The orig inal name of Mi ll Run OD 

M1'·t1 . , ,1 ', place be t •• • n Hi llsboro and Beard I wae Powder W- U Run. b l 

d ., . r t h e po __ er a111 .... JUl t . bove where the c ounty road c r o .. .. . TIM 

r by " h. nUle ot Hanna.h . H. had • pecul iar and .r rec t -

Ii, .. uld .... ·uk t hat h. lIad. po 4er end had plenty 

14 .. 11 "' , ~u" t , ,, •• ny ot " h. hunter . d id 

I ' . Sa f • • 16 •• • rt1cul, rly tllr. to u. it hi .. 11 • 
• • .. • '. • • • • 

• • .... H 
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roplJ wollld bo t hat it .oo too quict. 
1 quict powder ot cour ..... 

tbe em_ moat. ~ .. o rod f~ tho old t~ of ,"ollntaln rifle. 

1\Iomu Uc ill. the Swago pioneer, Jdintained dODslderable ot a 

• po.der plaDt on SWago Creek, near tbe r.eoidence or squire Rogere. Bo boilod 

hiB salt petre from the rich loil to be found in the lime.tone cay •• of 

t.his region, particularly the cave on Us LlcClintic lands not far frOID 
. ' . . 

The proper ~Ount8 of sulphur, nitrogen, , 
the reaidence of Lee overholt. 

charcoal a'nd what not were e~pounded together and the paste had to be 

Thomas YcNeil~ had a ' mill to do this 
mixed like the lady beats a cake. , 
stirring and beating by water power, and to grind the mass into powder 

One day be had a big stirring of powder on a grinding ' 
after it was dry. 

and went home to dinner. 
Something went wrong: somehow I!l spark wu 

generated, and the whole thing, mill and all, blew up. 

I nformat ion: 
~ and from old 

History of Pocahontas County - rrice 
copies of the Pocahontas Timee dated 
August 13, 1931. 

The rir~t ~usineeB of an,Y kind t es ablished at !!arline Bottom , . 
an carding mill bui~t by James A. (J,larlinton ) was a combined eaw'mill d -

Pric e before the Civil War·. It was located on· the 1 sough along the road 

ba1!t.ng to Ce.!:Ipbelltolm, just opposite the hom: of A. C. Pifer. It was 

run fro. ... a.ter from stony Creek. An effort to augment this power by _ 

from an intak j • • t.r fro= Greenbrie r River e ust be l ow the mout h of Stony 
• 

Cr .. k r.U.d , d an t.he plant itself wae yashed· away 11'1 the ' fl ood of 1877. 

-:'hh .Ul in chera. of o a man by the name of James E. A. Gibb., who 

mad. a l i ving for himself and •••• ean of t.h. t enant cl ••• and wh o barely 

11, . 

• r .. r tl l • •• • uch • • J ohn R. n ••• n. 
n1 r r • 0( J'l h ,u-.r • eVer y ,ea r. 

on R.d Lick Wounh.i n •• de 

B ••• .t.lrred until it 

~I;h of i \ • • bken to 

• 
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Juenita S. Dilley 
Cl over Liok . W. Va. 

POCAHOllTAS COUJ!TY 

October f. 1~40 
~bepter 5 Pioneer Indus try 

"'Ill!:' .• "'. S ~LAC~SllITH S ----. ~ 

St Creek "'8S a smRll tub file first mill ner built on any 

DWlcon in 1824 . de served his apprentl ceship 
m111 bunt b;» denr;» 
in Virginie and ceme to Pocahontas as one of our first carpent-

ers . de helped build the old vourt liouse ('. t l:!wltersvi lIe . tbe 

old brick Oak ~rove Church and old riamline Chapel log church. 

!liB tub ml11 '''liS at t he head of t he hig Spr ing. He leased this 

land fo:- c peri od of e·ight ~.l e8rs and bui 1 t there on a mi 11. It 

g : ound corn and buckl"heat. It 1s belleyed that he discontinued 

the mil l at t he end of his l eAse and that John Duffield bui lt 

hie mill 6bout se~ellteell year s l ater . 

t records show ~b.at John Duffield 
--,IU bough t l and on S~ony 

~reek ilt839. 110 doubt llif'OUiI't the mill a short 
; -. ...~ 

coming 1 t o possession ot the l ana . :.t'hiii"" tZ:ac·r of .. ~ 
lsrid consfsHng 

of 380 acres v'as B pa,rt of 22 . 000 acres originall y pc,'teuted : to 
J:enr:;, Phil1ps aeaee of James Patent and V"b S s old on Aggus t 6 ,1839 

b; J6cob rl . Arbogas t , Comm1s1one r of D elinquent L"nds . Jolon 

J>uHleld -·U" t he highe.t bidder . 

• "h1e ",Ul "0. 011 old log bUildi!lS . 
1 t g r aund both corn 

r n .hoa t • .it YlIH:i run b" an o"erah 
oJ o't , 0 den '·'e. t e r "'heel . 

On Jonuory :31 , 18 78 Jncob Huugh bough t 
___ f Johu Du:ffield 

?ti .?tI aurO I 011 whluh was bUil t. 
n mi l l :for tho Sum of ~GOO • .b..ud 

Lh. bOlr 

.tll tr 'J Of t. ... '· \.1) "'UQuol D. fUll.8h 

t,. propl)J' '$ 

t he "Duffield 
1: r 1800 . On l!'o rn r~l .ne . 1 S . 9 
t. o 0 4.tnt vOit'.,. :f r <>16<'0 . 

, , 

• 

, 

• 



Wle 8 , 1~Z9 
d this mil l wltil 

d ., era te . 
Ibel' lJaiser ol"ued en 

"ol" ort fleugh . t ')" "ler l U 
sold 1 t t o the pre Ben . 

bas both corll Dnd whee. t 

T'h(;.st burrs . 

bur .S but ur . 'laugh does not use the 

by John Duf!') eld ~"OS torn do\"'n Rnd 

t he 

one 

~·h. old l og mill llUll t 

built b '.' Ja cob ilaugh a"d "01 ,9 in 1 0YO . 
f'resen t ttl l1 ~ 

.t'erhsps 
built by 

t he next gr1st mill to be built on 
j'athllll Barl oV' in 1050 .. hi eh g r ound 

5tonv Cre ek V '&.~ , 
corn only . I n 

11 was 6. carding machine. 1.'} i s mill stood connec tion \ '1 th this J1'!;i 

just below where tile fish h tlt cheI'J noV} is . It \'/0.8 run by 8 wooden 

o .... ershot we t er wheel '. On Uay 7 . 10 72 IIBthal1 harlow sold this 

property to J ames AUldrldge . Mr . ~uldridge used t r.is r.ill unti l 

1890 \'hen it ras discontinue d and SOJ!'le tine later '''ns t orn dOV'D . 

'!"r.e burrs '''era sold to 8 man by the nE:..I:!E of Cassell and the :) v'e re 

t6 L P ~n ~e8therbark und put in a mill built - by C~ssell . 

'e e ey Bar l ow hau a tOll yard Where the barn Hepsidam now 

I L'.n.dB . J.'h1a 1s "'ust above the fish h h " ate .cry and in s i ght of 
n .• lIathan Barlow 14111. It is " id h a t .at one tice iir . ilarl c,} 

l.~ to "l' tire got I)ut end he l"fln up Over 'the h ill 
cnll1ll€ , ''Help 

J ~,,,"' . OJut e 1nea ho d1d not ,\t, 
epe k plAin) iL aowld d like he . ''' 8 

.t. tn "!i_PI 1 dum " ond he plflco hn~ b oen ._ llod 
... Hepsld c 6 \~e ~; 

t lu',. DQ 1014 hllr tunyurd 1.0 Jumo8 AUldridro 
ID ill 187 . ~lhi8 

• 

I 

rS' • O'Vrnar of ft l,ojU 

tr l b?& UI, 11 1""0. 

rl ... Ill . 

1\111 , n UI r4.1ut-" tllflch1ne l.ud 

1'001'10 'till r rerr t it -, th. 



, "'~ ... ( 

At the hsr. d of t he Lig ';pring branch of Ston;' Creek 

t'ri8t mill a nd en up and dOI"ll BUI': mi ll buil t u: I SN' c 1I0"re 

t h C,'vil "ar, perhaps this mill r'Cs built be::' .. Booetime prior to e 

,)1:jI the ERrlo .. mill . During the summer and fall of 106 1 .t:dray 

B~'armed "i th soldiers on t h e mllrch Rnd i n CRl!lp . Mr . !.Ioor8 contract 

8d camp fevar then moeelas, i T-om whieh he died Dec . 5 . 1 861 . 

I'rom that til:le un til 1684 the mill wus run by Ilis son Taylor Idoore 

On Uarcb 1. 1884 1'a, 1 0r 1Ioore Ilnd Iaary G. Ilis wi f e deeded to 

"sorg s Ii. lAcLaughl1n 24 acres on St OllY (;reek i nc luding t he h ead 

of t ile Dig o>pring brench and (I water gris t rlill Bnd e Sft'" cill 

fo'!: ",1600 . 'this mill ground both corn c.nd I"hellt . In connection 

. '1 tb Iohe mill lOhe McLaughlins had a still , 'hieh mad~ pea ch and 

a pple brendy . 

1n 1900 D. L. Barl ow buil t a ' Ploning mi l l end R corn 
.. -~ 

81"i 8 j ust t he bridge - -now is. lt vres' run by 
e . 'l'his lIIilt discontin ued ~n-l~ lO. 

0 !lrst saw n1"l: on :;tony "\ . k v l"e e. Was an up and dol'~ mill 

b lIt l, , 1I1111oc COchrao h P 
\',! ore orte r ~hllrp 110\" 11 vet . Accord j ng 

n(ordee ty ' 8 .r.ncyclopedln this "lOS 
ths fi r st so mill in J!ldr y 

.. , ~rlot .... olso hud 0 blocke"ith hop nnd Ii 

,In 

1 , , 

','t,. only m11l now 1n oporation Oll 
'tOllj' 

'1'01 bert !loUSh . llut tho ro III own. 

I till 

t11t hammer . 

Creek 1s the 

hOY6 be n s me 

8 1' 7 . 



t;ourtlJe y 8114 ""ra . ue orge 

t h~Y mude a go od 1. 8a14 that 

loom. 

of l$u t:l:e;;o '''6 re 

11 'rins l'Ii th the 

V !~aYer8 b~ trcd£. 

proceeus of 

Lllurel Creek hlld lin up e ".orge rib 1 to on nd ao\"n Ratl mill. 

a b leck er.1i th. ae mede '"egons end John ~'yler of ';dray wa e . . 

mIn 1n Pocahontas "ring ,11c}ji nel"Y. ihe 011 y rna was a master of r epal - -

ld put cogBr'~nc, the mnsterwheel of count;,> at that time . ,ho c ou . 

the old horse powe r thr .ash~f . 

shoemakers I and lluck \'laugh on Jak.e and John Si mmons were 

Greenbrier river ",'fiB 11 shoemaker. , 

MILLS A': MI LL PO lilT 

"hese old mille built by t he Ueckley s ha ve be en ment10ned 

i n previou~ reports, but ill th i s I a m g oing to trel:e their 

(\"'ne!' shlp f r om the b"egilllling t o t he ' p r esent . 

lower mill which stands just Over the lJank beloY! -,pe 
~ 

s ta""-'"1gillw"y, wee-~,..,.@I built by Valenti,; e Cackley, Sr . about 
ieoo wa s one of h= , 

er;} fir s t " ills eVer bu1l t in l'oceholl tes 

C~':ln ty . !t the dea th of Valentine Cn Cl:ley . ::ir . t he n ill went illto 

t ile ha r.. is at hi s he i rs Valenti ne Ce cl:.1 e:J . Jr. and others .. ~'he 
c11l 'I&B e i t her r ebUil t ~r repai r od by them in the 1 8 30 ' s. In 

18 G t ~ BY Bold th e mill to Dr , l.lll the," Vlllllace . Dr. \'iRlle ce 

l. rough t e mon by the nurno of Roch f rom I,lom' oo countv to rw, the 
, 

III for h bm. Roeh'. doecelld ut e hRve COntinued t o 100 ",HIer s 

, , ~ "s llr.r I to • . AlolIS v'tth th l " mill pr opel' t y "'ne "l~o II er i llS 
.bln. h 

luol:: lm l t.h uhoV I.llld t . ~ fl) Ulor y . nIl 
f tho b u i l t by t .o 

t ..:lor ~ dour l 

•• 1 .. . l~·. O 

1. kl . 

nnuo ra t o """I r k in ~h j 
'" .. 0 'IIG "ftht P 01 Vr . • 11 ,. 

~ .. I roo !' Oport f' :"r • ? J 



t to Uriah Bird. Bird In 1802 Dr. I.allacs sold . this p roper·y 

cnrdil''' machi n e during hi s period of o\·morship. 
n~t use tho "0 

'l'be old 
d b'} liriah llird end the pre sent Cacltley mill waB tor n OT'" • 

c ill erected on a l most exactly the same s i t e. 

ln 1892 llird sold this mi ll proper t"' to \1elli l1g"ton '.I'. Hog sett. 

a preacher t herefore did Hot run the I::i ll himeelf. S ome of be ,"'as 

f t '.le mill fo r him were : John llurge ss . John ~hose wb o took care 0 

Dotson, James Gabbert, Steel 1:1cCl intic, o. '". l inson, lienry Poege , 

end fl . 1 . (Bud) iiogsett . 

~ Di lley and u co l ored man b;: the name of lieorg e Lee 

Y'1ere two of t h e blacksmi the who ne v e porked in this shop. 

This gris t mi ll ground corn . v'h ec.t , buckwheat , aud fee d. 

"Lud II Hogse t t ":88 e good me chani c and d ur i ~lg the time 1,e run t h e 

mill he did sone r epair on it, putting i t in excellent condl ti on . 
,,-

ite alslibougn t new te~"t1la for t~~ !::.~d illg l!lech~ll~ B.!ld set it to . 

r tmui was t he best card i ng machine 
~ . 

. ::;c. 
ever bull t 1n the COUllty 0) d p e ople for muny miles b rought their 

"" .,1 bere to l,e carded . {Because of SODe dissatisfaction among t h e 

nel:. , h. quit the mill l ."or upon t he !leath of VI . T. Rogse tt th s 

pr?pe r 1. •• "len t t? hie he1 re of "Th orn " liud" Bogset t \"80 one . 

'lb. 060e t t heir. s till Own this mill, but they seli' that 

I t ~., .. n"t II"S t horn to hi ro 0 mi lls,· t 
o r\U1 it for them Blld for 

t.o ha ft nO \ 'Ol' b on eo ttle d . ~'he mill h s bee n 

In. ( r II' t fou.r 0 ru . 1'h dl\m 10 1101'· I'·l\ hod 

t IJ U. t t ho n l ll I . lu Vary oo d 01l4Hlon . 
\It but other 

• lHr =i11 "'Ut 
ph t.:tl kl ey llt h J 

me t ine 
after \. '"' r Irol11 " t \J\ Il l , !!'bero ,. III \,') An up , lid 



4:JWD law mll1 011 this 100Bti on bui~ t either llll the t:eckleys or 

br sampson L. J.:atheY1B. It \rent into the 110B"GdSiOIl of Velentine 

Caokley Bud James CBckley Bnd they 601d it to SBtlpSOn L. llathe"s 

1n 1834. oaathewa then moved from his home on Swago a nd spen~ the 

1"elO01 nde1' ~f hiB life at JAill l'oint. J.!ary the :lnly child of 

S8l!!ps~n L. Llathews married Willia m >I. L{cClintic and came into 

possession of the mill ond sow mill upon the death of her father 

in 18&4 . In 1865 l'Iilliam Ii . LicClintic sold this property to Isaac 

Llc:!leel. \ see report for June 12. 1940 for t he l)istory of McNeel' B 

oill) IS~~~l bui.lt the presen t mill jus t a ShOl·t distance 

froc t he old Csckl ey mill. 

nunter JAcClintic , son of William >I . "'cvlint ic. built the 

old red mill on :;,!ago. It .Jas just belov' the site if the old 

J oneth nd l'h~be !'!cIle~ mi 'll. It ground p oth corn end flour, 

and .-:as buHt sometime in t he 1 880 ' s"'-It - -""",. _ .. 
• ' .. ViaS called lJcClintic$ .. 

111.Grose 

c111 hes been 1dle 
a ud rATmentrout 1'Iere the millv.;i:es. ~'his -: 

for e good many years , and was torn dOVln 
a trw years ago. 

l'eard Llill l' r oper ty-- ...... Loc ust ~re ek 

The f1rs t m111 h on t i s proper t y 1s believed 

~ !It b: J ~.jah Deard . 

or ft n, mI l l built by 
a p10neer , und so e~8 to ho ye been rebuil t, 

110111. 

O ... r ~ \ 0 I 

\0 •• \ 

t • • 

h1 s SOil t.d'··in Bonrd o could :find 110 

h ,.,111 "'ri 1,u11 t but 111 

hie • It. lold tho .. " UOlrd 

"'uJ. . 1 93 ::d,,'1n ~ . Beard 

1'1 . lI o 

SlO e 

11l1/7 .I. . J . 1' 1111 , • 
"" f U 

111 

LIllI l'r POl' y " 

npp ill od ~P. 01 1 I.: O!!' ... j (' 81 ne r 

o Juno t.. rm of urt In t he 8ul t 
I nl at". ~tOl 1 , trUll t e . 

". I . t.. . 
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sud ot he r • • A. 1<'. Uathe\oJB bot:Bmo t he pUloc}:uAer for ",2900 for lieD 

upon land. 30id J.lathe"s signified", to have the dc . d mede to k . I .. 

Hill anu ::. 1.. lleard. ' 25 seres includiug 0 Grist mill " " d Wster 

p01'e r knoll"n a s the "eord J.lill l'roperty~ 'l'he deed . 'es g iven ilarch 

• lYOl. in 1 905 there was another s uit of chancery over this 

property . and in 1907 i t ~as sold to ~harles ~ . Uonnally. Donnally 

o.'ned the mi ll until 1n 1911 ",hell he sold t o J. ~' . Gaube rt. 

ueobert later sold it t o Bertie Hine r end husbe.nd.:I.' . H. Hiner. 

lU 1 'j22 there ".'as auoth~r stl1 t of chaucery and on i'lo yeml)er 13, 

19231... iJ. . wcClintic . Special t:OL1rll: i ssione r , bertie liiner end :L' . B. 

di ner dee de d it to James H. n . ~oa " e .'ho on J 
u ' a r ch 17, 1 ~ 25 Bold 

1 t to t. • .!.lcCO!' , end on December SO, 11J:31 1 t WaE b ought by 

:i1dne ,Y J.1c l,;oy t he present owner . 1 t h in!:. one . ,"oul d be perfe ctl y 

s a t e i n sayi ng that thi s mill has _t he de s tinati on of hEn' i ng 
change hands Dore t~me~han any h . 

ot "or mil l iu all .iocnholl t as 
Count~ . 

"illcyo !.{ill ---~'horllY ~rcek 

:>111e ~' 8 J41 l1 wa s first bUi lt 
uy l1ellry Dilley , the pioneer, 

ni t 

1n 1843 ~ne de eded t o his 

Ihl14. 11 of !iOU J ohu Dilley along v' i th 

for s upp ort of 11. Qud his t ' ife in 
00 Thorny Cr eek, 

oge . J Ohn' Dilley 
Vln8 n mechRnic of rocor k nble s kill 

t o ~. a •• 1t trOined wor kmD n . 
S t 1, Us 1':88 honos t llnd i n dus tl"iOuS , Rnl! 

\.11.Y.~ bj h1~ t rlando th 
( t ho 8florl i1 OG A ",.1 h u,. al c'lllna throu h ~ ~nl th t o hl s 

oxpoaurtt. tl1111 9., t r •• , Om H. Dille." n t l,or - -1 , •• ,.. lho vl11n ., S :l 

o}1I tiS 1.1 •• 1"1, 0 blo u ltumS1.h 111. UUlltOl"6'rSlle. 
\.., huve )lI,d b 

U\. On. ohJ ld t ' rtUhHt 
t; • • • ,t(."" ~·o., I "lte o~ .J.ell t . 

~IO "'. kill d d 
1 S. Ii t u.r lilt u.. l!b'11 \"; ilt" 

• \I tt j,revl "11:1 . J r . 
•• Il.ut" n. J Uftn tr" 0 

u the o¥ n erehfp 

~=-
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WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 

OF WEST V IRGINIA 
312 Sma11r1d,o "u11d1ng . 

CharlestoD , W.Va . 

november 18 , 1937. 

Postmnster of lUll Point~ 
i.'est Virginia. 

Dear Sirt 

;.. ftfW facts connected with the history of the o l d 
over&hot v.'fl. ter mill just west of the highVlay on the bank of 
Stomping Creek are needed by the Federal liri ters I Proj ect for 
the compl etion of ~~e Uill Point story . I shall be greatly 
obliGed if you ,,;111 supply the answors to the follo\'ring 
questions: 

JUln 

• 

I am, 

V"£)Yl!£~ 
John L. Stender 
State Dir ector ' 
Feder a l iir1ters' Project . 



J .. ~ob ~Bagar ______ a bllicl:arn l th. 

Samuel Gay of Elk->--a blacksmltk. 

Abraham Hill - ____ a blacksmith. 

Joseph I!'rial-----~ a blacksmith. 

Thomas Mays------made ohoeH sud harnesB. He lived 

on Browns Creek. ;I/ 5~~~· 

July 16, 194 0 

DU!Jl.l0t(B 111 LL.:i 

1 ' lent to Dunmore yesterday t o try to ge t the histor~1 of the 

mills up there. From a history of Dunmore written by Miss Ella 

P=i t ,zhard Ee'Veral j.'ears ago I got t he following : 

" ?ne onl y flour mi ll for a n~~ber of mi l es ~as locuf ed at 

Dum:;ore. and r un b,Y e splendid ?/a t er po\"e r \'Jhlch never froze nor 

If.'ent ar Yl making it dependable. The older 01 11 "'ns run by what 1s 

ce l led an overshot wheel. Later another mill was erected b y 

Col. Stiphen Cornel1ua.:i'ritchard who usod t he turbine whee l f or -- ---
por-er . powe r l oca tion \':as a l so an up nnd dol'.'ll 

8T ell1, a car d,ing machine which did s plendid "Jork , and n pla."l1 ng 

t:achine which made Dunmore 8 ,"ery business '::Cllter. " 

.he Deer as I can ee t 1 t by ' .'ha t the older people tel l me, 

l.ndrew ll.eth e \'J8 bu1 1 t the first mi ll on this loce tl on 
SO!:'!e time 

1"ofaro tho Cl t"1l tI )1 
are a one seoms to knO\" if he a l s o owne d the 

roill and cr rd1ng machine or ~]ot . but since 
they were rW] hy 

bt:O ,PoVler , it 1B be11eved that he did . 

4co"r ins t. o 14188 Ello Pritchar d , Andrew Mathews s old his land 
~o LIllI .... 

,,1'-.4 S 1 .. oe 
1.. Dunuon ond l eona Moaro .. They eho! od th e nume f 
t~ ?~ Mu hOYV1110 D 

• 

L.o unmaro . USi ng (\ comb! rl6. tj u of the J r 

J Ohn ti . \ul"I'Jok 1n 1 f , ond 
~, -1 ottn AI11r o", \'{ 

"rvlt Ok , who 1 11 L.urn Bold t 

LO 

• etn a t .. t D vr " t • • 
n . The il i n l U" 3 , C;Ol' u .. 1 1uB 

• • '" 

111 lRG 

" 1Jr • 
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.xchanged a farm on ~8okson River for this land at Dunmore. He 

built tbe present mill not long sfter he moved here. 1'herefore it 

ae built sometims in the 1870's. 

Cam MoLaughlin, the present owner of t he mill showed me 

through the old mill and explained the purpose of each machine. 

All of the old oriGinal machinery. cog wheels and all are of wood, 

and atill in usa. Lumber for the mill I'Jas sawed on the ,old up and 

dOml saw mill. Every piece 1'/&S cut on the ground alld ready for 

assemblage before the foundation was ever l aid . Then -r:hen Mr. 

Pritchard started to bUild, all he had to :to Vias to put it together. 

The old ",heel ras an oversbot wooden "'h a e l, this \'! 8 B rep l sced by 

a turbine . Mr Pritcherd di.d l eaving the mill to fifs heirs. They 

dld at run it themselves but rented it or hired millers to run 

1 t for t hem . Among those caring for the mill for a tilme were 

L tbe r ~8l!lp~e ll and Jack Duffy. ~bout fifteen years ago the mill --..::. .... ~ 

ee bought by Cam McLeughlin. He built an eddition to it .:hich .he 

eed 68 a Harage . ¥or many en th ill r s . e m Vias idle . l.tr. McLaughl i n 
caia a ~ooden whee l to generate power f or , lights ~nd to char ge 
bst . TYI etc . ~b19 Wheel wae replaced 

a fe.". J'eare ago by a meta l 
, .. 1 . l.bout three years ngo II "1 

· r ..... c au@"h llll started the old mill to 

'''''''in 0 oln . ... w pooplo likod the wlbleacbed flour so he 
no\ rln1 wt .• at but uae e 

does 

1\ alao h •• 8 Oorn burr . 
tho nheat burrs to grind buck\'Jhoa t f'lour. 

'11.0 

, 

'/bltO II lomo tQlk no" ' 
o. 1 \ 1I.lllt sold to n 

o 1tlab to UIO thu m1n r 1 "n 
r . \rho tho)" .this doal £,008 , 

o b, 10 n. 

"'. O~. Roll • • Uill ~Ullt ~1I 
.., II \l1nt trod Mo 11'100 ""&e 

1, ro tS 1 
• 

• HI l ~ 



JaIDes E. A.bibbs 

JUbnita S. Dilley 

Clover Li 01:, YI . Va . 

Pocahontaa County 

Gibbs was a mechanic, a IDan of the tenant class who borely 

made a living for himself and his large family. For a time he 

was in chorge of a combined grist mill, carding machine, and 

sa~~ill built by James A. Price ot llnrlin. Hottom. 

The idea of making a sewing machine came to Gibbs while he 

11 ~ed in the Li ttle Levels on lands belong ing to Col. Samuel 

!luckman. It is said that his working mode l \'las carved by him 

!rom a leurel root. 

lie "ent into partnership with a man by the nawe of Ylilcox 

B.t Y1i:m:lon , Deleware . Gibbs came back to hlarlinton .. leaving 

10 ilco ntroduce to the public. The Ci v11 -War- -
broke out end be remalned'here. The Gibbs family almost starved • . , 

fihen oommunlca tl on was opened wi th the north t after the "8 e, 

Glbbe founa tho t Wilcox had cnde D. grent Success o~ the se~ing 

~ch1ne , and had bank.ed Gibbs' part of the Clone:; for him . Gibbs 

returned 'La Do l eware and from that t ime on be was 8 ri ch maD. 

In t.ho 1690 t s, Cibbs en b k me ne to Marlinton for severa l 

yt . 11. . .. Bo Wfil O\"or 017. f oo t tall n nd Vlore ~ a tall s ilk hat . 

hu \. timo tho t ho hUd ttllt. n out I 63 patents. His 
c~raln at.t1.Dh .tt. ' \ng mnoh lno 

"'68 known for gon01'9 tj ons o s tho 
~tlcoJC .. 1 (Jib. UlDohlne .. 

Prom- - -POQUh ntna T I Mo~-Jon. 2 . 1930 
Col"1n Prj 0 

Po onh ntllft Ttmoe-_ 19 3 
Androw Prot 0 0 
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• 

_tal. DIDo1 
... r U ck, L Y •• 
.. lie 1940 -

CII ••• ~ •• tlon Zoo 
~ 

S, ' .. b, question 2 

• 
.. 'ured 1n Nichol ... 

Small Bu. in ••••• 

.. Ilillen. 

~r Black Uountaina. He was lo~t tor 

t.o • hou ... giTeD rood gradually until h. ~ ~. ~. DIl There he wae . 
• I IHcli 
t o' Nleholea,Jl brought back ~~e ee~ al R. made the trip ' .. •• • " 

ot, the first crope ' grown in pocabontu .~ . : ' " 
~~~ ' . , 

ot the century corn could be r.i:.pe~ t.t. cOWIIJ. 81 the early part , 

, 1 pr.r.' r";r.'d o· orn ~eal to hominy meal,,'., -i gri.t BD4.tu ed dne. the peop • 
, " 

mill' nre buUt. 
, . ' . ' , 

" . 
Some of t he best knOm:l of t hes e milIa wera t The two" at lill~, ' 

bui lt by the Cackleye. . . ! . 
being built by Va_ne_lK~l .. -

as a t annery, a t"he~~. , 
, . 

who also promoted ot ber industries s uch 

.tore . The upper mill waa built W-.lose,.. Cac::ts.y 

I n 1834 but waa l at er aola to ~amp8on Ma~~he.8. " 

Tbi Poage Yl1l on' X6appa Creek. TJiio mill was builtioothe !&t,' ~ 
, 

of t.he 18th century by James .~o~e. When be emi gr ated. to~, be ad 

i t to Pe ter Ughtner . " 

Lightner improvecl it an d f or yea..r-a.:o=-tated ... . 

-tel. circle or CUl'tOIrl. ,.. .. The Henry Harpe r mi ll eucceedtl:li:l.a Jdll. . ... 

bwrn uud by th1l cU l are on Cu=dnge Cr eek , having beo_eD GIer •• 

rr s.c. ifcCoab . Th.y ar. b.~1eved to b. a mong the ol dee t .hdh e..a'ty. n e .. 

ill. "on •• _.r. e ad. by Adt.ID Sharatt nea r 'Fr1ela on the eJ...r.i .. Ri ... er .. 

1- rn\.\ ,1.0 hed " ti.lt On Or • • nbrl~r RiYer. 

, . ~ll·f~' alll , tllht eU •• Iroe Hunhrn'll le on Thor 
• 

Dt 11., tift • • 1 t b, l our Ot 11.y brOtlhert ~bo -~rt 

II 
·.r .. Thh e Ul - .. k'p't; in the po. 

.. " ...... 
• h ' UU t 

••• t ft, 

• 

• , ' . 

, 

, 

• 
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Thie 10 bo-
The Micba.l Daugherty mill on Uill RuD near Sunset. , 

li.1'. ",0 be t.he tint tub adll, propelled by water anywhere in thie 

_01. rec
ion

• It wei patroDhed by all sictione ot upper PoeahoDt .. 

Some-
aDd had the reputatiop ot being one of the best of it. kind. 

1.1 ••• thee. tub mille .ere put on rune that bad only sufficient wa.ter 

For sueti mille a long hollow log wae often , 
dw:-ing the raia)' 8.ason. 

\lied tor trunking to carry the water to the, wheel. The-se mill. did 

not gind eq much but their produ<ct wal the sweetest and best obtain-
~ ~.' 

able • 

> • 

. K1cb8.el Daugherty was one of the first of the nobility to 88ttle 

on Knappe Creet. He·wae -not only able to pay his own pas.sage to America, . , 
but to hire the services of those who sold themselves 88 indented ser­

vanh for III certain periW of time. 

~ .. a.go l.!ill operat.ed 'by JonathaD UcN~ill. He wae the eldest son ot 

ThCI:Iss 1!:cNeill who fc~e to Swago aro~nd 1769 and appears to have been 
" 

Ltillin,g,. weaving , fuil:'ng cloth and pOVid~r ' 

caking ... carried. on under his' 8~pervisi on. "', Coverlete • ' woven by one Jones " 

an int.erprieing pereon . 

_ere at .ill in uae rirty yeare ~r mo;-e ...l ~ • after they were woven. This mill 

i. now held by Judge George UcClintic, though . o..f course its no longer in 

u ••• 

~re .. ere aany other griet mills • 

LO 11 .. on DToop llountain ha~ a mill. 

o~r.Led. two grht mUls . Henry Clark 

David James one of the first men 

James Wanless a local minleter 

had a mill on Spr ing Cree; , but 
t ba.en't ~en .bl t e 0 get any th au ent.ic inroroation about th em . In fac t t 

in e"'lry COfUIUnH y r o Lhe county th MUll ero were milh at one time or 
n . to .. " placed On 

11 -h.al lt only 

a nother. 

• • 
al.o. t .".ry t • roUi of _.to r large enough to turn 

dwr1nc the r a iny •• Ilt!! on . 



!lie in ..... or- .\ODO. fo~ _1 of tho" mill. w.ro lOado fro_ .and;-

8\0" taued in thi. COUDty 1D euch great quantity and of unueual hard-

Ool.iD Prico hoo 0 pair ~f thoeO ~ill etonee lOado lOoro than • 

••••• 
CODtur, ago b, John Hannah of Klk, fo r th.e lOill that wae on the Va

rnor 

Th~Y were given to Yr. Price 
, pl.co DB tho Big Spring Fork· of Elk R. 

b, tho late s."uo1 Varner. wben ho e91d hie. far .. . · ,They are ·about 30 

inch •• in diameter, an~ '.ei~h over 100 lb •• each . wr . Price' ballev .. 

• 

, , 

, .. 
the, are IIllld. or this Droop Bandst one found here in the county . 

HoweveT, 88 800n &8 it was possible, the bome made mil~8toneB were 

replaced with loported 8~one8 . French b~r8 appear to have been the dl ­-: 
aired onee in the morl permanent mille th~t did custom grinding • . 'l'h • 

,. 

•• rly lattler W88 a resourceful man and if bl eQuid not get the imported 
. ~~ 

OQ" be :.ade them from material at band. ;: -

About the, Varner VUlt the st'ory goea that John Hannah built th. 

outfit cooplete in or.e day except the -jigging thing". That appears t o 

h ••• been the bark or board attacbed to the bottom, · sta{ionary stone, 

dawn which spouted the meal. These mille served well their day and en 

occa.tonal one can be found still eteroing, though not in use. (Some ot 

~b ... a.1U . were reid . ep re and used by the moonshinera· during the days ot 
• 

;:;rohib1ti on . ) 
, 

• 
~ld . from the.e gri st Mill, there were a1eo powder mills located on 

.. T t1f the .Ul run. or the county. The original name of 1!i ll Run em 

L.r.t,. w,c. ,.1', plac. b.t .... n Hill.boro and B.ard , wae Powder \!i ll Ru n. "!l • 

.1\, .r tb. po •• r aUl _ .. Jult,. bov • .. her. the count y road c ro .. .. . TIM 

H. had • p.culia r and .rr.ct-
1 .. hlk . H. would .... pow .r and had pl.nty k that h. mad. d 

r ' .. • • ~ at •• ny ot th. hunt.r. did not 11k. hJ . 

I " 10 h • • U •• • rthul. rty eer. to u , it hi .. tf • 
• • .. • •• " " • • . '"-. _ .. -

• 
•• 



• 

• • 

r.plJ wo"ld b. that 1t ... too qll1ck. 
1 quict powder ot cour.. ... 

the •• aolt ~ •• rod f~ the old t~ of ,.ountain ritlo • 

'!'hOmal Ue 111, the Swago pioneer, maintained donaiderable or • 
• pO'l'der plont on Strago ereek, near tbe r. •• idence of squire Rogero. Bo boiled 

hil salt petre trom the rich .011 to be found 1n the limeatone ca." or 

t.hia region. particularly the cave on Ue lleClintic land. not tar froll . . . 
The proper ~ount8 or lulphur, nitrogen, , 

t.be r •• ldenee of Le. OVerholt. 

charcoal a'nd what not .... re CaDpounded togetlier and the paste had to be 

Th0!D88 MeNeill. bad a mi·ll to do thia 
mi"ed like the lady beat. a cakei 

stirring and beating by water power, and to grind the mas, into powder 

One day be had a big stirring of powder on a grinding ' 
artlr it was dry. 

• 
and went home to dinner. 

Something ...ent .. rong: 8omehow a 8 park lI'aI 

generated, and the whole thing, mill and all, blew up. 

Information: History of Pocabont a8 County - rrice 
_ and from old eo i f th P es 0 e Pocahontas Timee dated 

August 13, 1931. 

The first ~uslnes8 ot any kind , 
(Uarl inion) was a c ombined eaw'mill 

eetablisbed at ttLrlins Bottom , . 
and cardfng mill bui~t by James A. 

Pric e before the Civil \'lar'. It was located on the 

leading t o Ca::lpbelltoYn , just oppoeite the hom~ of 

sl ough along the road 

A. C. Pifer . It ..... 

run fro. w.ter Crom Siony Cr eek . by . 

from an intake just below t he mouth of Stony 

Cr .. t f.ntd. • anu t.he plant it 1 8e r was washed' away 1n the ' fl ood of 1877 . 

An effort to augment thh power 

•• t tr fro= Greenbrier River 
• 

-:'hh . 11-1 ...... 1n 

• h,,... r 11, . 

• r ... r .. r l 

, 'I .•. 

chara• of a .. man by the name of Ja=es E. A. G1bb., who 

mad. a living for himse~r and 

• or 
on R.d LtGk Wountain .. de 

It ••• . t.1 Tract u.nUl it 

L~h of Jt 

• 



" .. 
kittle. Ltwloblll'l aad ucb..,ged t-o,r and bousehold goode •. Almost ' ever, . . • • •• . ' ' . , , 

.. 4e : ~ougb tor their .' · . f .. u" ougar own u8e." After 1!r. nemmene death, lin. . . . , 
• • .. , 

d!,ugtii~;. • 
, ,. , . riC_D. and her Eli zabet)!, lived at Buckeye and earned a lhing . • . 

b" epinniDg and •• aying". .' •• , ., .. ';"-l • . . " , . 
" 

.. 
· • • . ' ~ '. , .' , 

'. .., ." " \ 
!".~ \ • • ., . , 

" -J • 
• t.:' , .: . 

.' , , .. 
· , , • • , • , , 

• • .. , .. • 
• . ' ., , 

, • • .' . 
. • • . 

" c I • " 
, 

, 
' . ., , . ' '. •• , , 

'. . . • ; 
• , • ' .. • • • .. • .' , • • \ I , . , 

" 
" , , 

• .. , . . 
• 

• , , 
• • 

.. 
, 
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J ucll ltt C· :>111c:" 

l.aO.,e r ~lcl: , \I . 'ie . 

Pocono!. tc.s CDWl ty 

I:hopter 5 

Ijoveml)er 26 . 1 940 

'ior 1':':811;; yenrs be!'ore t he cor:-'dng of t he sntoIi.obile. the 

11,-er,r stable business ~.~ ~ fill l !:ij>ortnn t pioneer indus try • 

.aileee WBre l"Jcn'ted at .aerl i n"; ",)ll. :tr.Irbl11 and ::Seabert. 

• .he :firs t livery Btlll)le a t Marlin ton "/68 butl t b~ J ames 

tieur;J ti. \:1 16 011 , au 3n[;lis hmnn " r~o carne to IQarl 1nton 1n 16 94 

1"'heu the to'''n Yln.e: s ti l l " e r~_ :toune . rl. .~ ,"ns a n honor gra j uRte 

~: 0::::':):,.1 • .:;1&'80 vf l&~O . rie n HU II tho us und poutl d t o i n \-e st • . 

1' 0 he left ~n61nnd end soile d fo r l~I:leri cA. He fi rr! Yed in 

Poe !10ntDF. C~Wlty in 5spteL'lber. by SP!' i !lg: " 'llton . The fi r s t 

":. Jr cc "he rcr U1red '''a e n l:lnd of outl6.'" ll~ong horses , h ep.. v~t 

jp :eo t (n1'1 "'ith n mt r. n d i s p os1t1Qn . Wi l son chtme ed h is 

:.,,1"'0 t. ) "'1. 1. t.11. l:1 e bu' lt 8 11 b Tery nrn a bout ," r.cre Kj l lj n~s -

.. " t't..h ' B pl r.11l i llB c 111 n ow s t nnde . lie hI d ten hor~e e t r. t: t h e 

• ~ : Cil , t. t) l .. 'B"ele:-e . 

3". 1')1 I. t'. \-ihe ho hod 

... . 0 eru:. 

• 

The chc!." {:c \' Il~ one nort.Je . olle Ci tl j ' . 

b ocooe llll o::pert ,- 1 t 11 hOL' res h e 

.4I'u1 1"'0 1" 0 1 1\11 ' ''. Q .'. o~. . ... ~n , or • 'i'he 

!to \.1, t he dud 

t.6I h\0 . 1 t ":!" 

.i":t:m f d ,'0" ' 0\ ) ,' 'n:; 111t 1-.1 t. ll H S t... S 

• • 

: or 

~ . . :. • . . 
• 

f r. . ' ,. ( "f"n \ t)rn \0 t· 

.0 .. 0'.. ': 
n 
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s lOc cecti c .l b; li s tahle l"Ul :ror (. :le(;r 

two by Wilbur ClArk and hOH(ht " J ::. ,j. '::'mi th, Sr. in 

lJ06. It is SAid that U1erk ,"a ul d " Cae e hors e ,"hile it n Le 

Bud ~~UE hb,'e it .:eec1.l ~or t he rooi "': ' t i':e time tLe r1der 

M:l eaten hie dinner . ~ . oj . 5r.'li tQ, Sr . operAted t h is e:tplJle 

Jeers ciml to had bo th horses l.nd ClJrs ~or hi l" e . 1:11 s cher ges 

T"ere l:.er -day \i l. 50 for a :.-i d i ng ho r s e , hors6 a nd 1JufffY ';';2 . 50. 

and ";-4 . 00 fo!' a \'B(!On, t wo h orses (l:n~l n dri , 'er . ~orne of those 

"ho dl·ove for h im we r e: ?a~l G:el"'E- rt, J ohn Mr: l c or.lb , Willis 

Cou:" !nc:l . 'l'om Courtney !:.!'ld !-fa;.' J~e lli so n. 1" rt 0:' thie o l d 

~ tlllle l:'ti ll E'tunds just b?jli l~d ~~c ~r.lith ll'wlerfl l liame • 

• ~') ";' ' I ....... r ~ " . - - or t, .. o t 

'out i:.cve l>een &ole to get no t!uthell tic i .p ILQ.~mll tion except t hat 

Otz8 Eto.)d about l":'he:e the rej lroad nov! is just b Po o .... e t he depo t 
a:ld the othe~ \,;',". ere Ii-," rd 'I " v a J . c.!!.l" 'ec · s h ' ause nor ' r; t p..l1ds . 

in lS8~ thc~. c' b ·res 1 .. 11 t i n the \"cst end of DU!"b ln 

f IJ,'e : :; E" tolJl e by Do·· .. e H.i ner nnll t,; !> 
e..c (in i e ls . 'l'he" ;""d t 01 •• co en 

I e t er ()\ 'T!O :1 h ~' J ., , 

b.1 If. ~rr.cr.,nn .'ld ' . -Un 0" G ,.) 
• 01 ' · ' Ki nc"'id ' t' 

n ' ''1 n trent'," J 
'-> 1 t.h "noee h,~ J ' ~ or Ee s . 

(:8 Jr. ~11'l (;a1 (1 movod ho th t he Jj osterman Lu~ber 
to CQlla , d Ol"n t hf! 11 

. ,,. (tllcl "".Jj In1J. . 
r roo d f"t' noe 

t .J '" r 

! It .. , 
• J I 

~. hoi 1 

'l'r" .'U 1'. :'0 1' nov 

A, ,, 1'1 • • J.I.ll1 d . 

o Lilo 0" . ,., ud of :. 

'J.°ho IJh 1,' CO "f'F .• If: , 0 ~ r 
10 ' ," .. -01" 'J '" .I. 

') ';;11:1).11 UO'! ' 
' ",1 • . .. at' ,:" r 11 flOlu" 

0. • ~ I 1,11) • 0 " :f 1 i 1: 
. .. . "('Ill:' nIH )~ 1" •• 

"'i. " .. _llftl , ' "In . ~ . 
' ~')'11 fs . 
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t Seobert '··orc. o"'ned ";" 
s . G".!.ft:it' 011 "'1 t h 

'J.'ho ~tlto " olln t'TF "')"und b; \l . :>. Cl a rk. 

Somu e l Gny '''as the first y i llage b l AcUml t h i " t h e 

tOl""ll of llArl 1nton . Hi E !:h op l \' f)B l oc.:u ted ,"here '· 111 St e" r-r t 

n o"- 11,'8s . He '~' es at o})e t i Me She::.*iff of the county .. cud '"'e e 

'lths nex t bleci:s l'!li til ' Si10P '-:a8 about VIner!: l'he P eopl es 

Store and Supply 1,;0 . no\" s tp.uds . It ," OS ::!rSlt operetsd. b;y 

C"ne.:les Z. Hevener . tr..e big b lucl:sr!l i th fret! r:t. Gro,-e . He 

1j "ed ill t he 'rol l House. colle r.;ted t ol l . l:ept pos to!!'! (;6 . 

ru:e. bl eCk r::1 thed for F.. l i "illg . Others ,-ho smthed jn this 

Eh .) " 'e:-o L:lnrk Gum and Uharlee !::l . Di l le',' • • 

J. O. Riner also had (l shop at Oll e ti!:e: "IJUt it r 'ss 

l~ tel' c o!!verted i nto a l) l e.iniuc; mill . 

'l~c onl .'· "" r ie t mill c'.' er 1.' u11 t . 
U -= :l!} the ncin i t:; of 

~otton " ,&S t.~e old Ad~t'I G.i ~er ., Mill bt:Olt F.h out the 

'lI t. ~l" e 0" Ilorah' fJ he hn a ''' ide Circle 

~h j J.lJlJu!'l"J CUr.lB 1n t o p "I f .. es j on 0: : he _ero t here 
" " :0 l, 1. 

, 

I 

III 

. 
u 

h 1 ~ ' ~. l' r, i!l t o hit ! er 
, ..... 1 1) _ 0' ' ~.#J ro J tJ t ll!J 

tJO ldlt:.' . T oO \' t :..e: ,'" " f' r ~'E'n(e -

"~·llL:)).l d 
11 11 £ 1'11 ,,1111. ' ''t. :'>1' 0 l O : hol' ~Cl.1 

31 1 "'ll 111 
t l 0 1h \ f' ." 

:z;."c ........... / L....:uc 

. " . ..,. 
• • :!. '. rt. 

• • . .. IU.rt 

• • • .J • J . '. 

I • •. ! " r 

\1 . lluClurft 

lnt ! l ' 

t I " 1 rhI t l ' ''1 1t 

j ' l.' '' "" , at"; ! ,' '''1:1 t l '! e . 



oon abullJOl1el . UtSoJ tit o!ll,y about &1;: 'yoe r a . 

John H. Johns,n ,"ho l1ved 1n :he Hrush COi.l .. ':'Iun1 t,? 

ere'lll \'bo mn:1e ,"')o(len t '.lbs. churns and l;,r\rre ls. 

D10k Xunpp ";as nl s o a cooper . 

Oue d8~ '''hen I '''fiE 1 0Jl: illg' th ough on old conr't orde r 

OOJ1: r.t the coU!~ t hous e 1 noticed tnft ~rom I S2r.:: t o I S:;3 

~ ~en "'ere t.)6i d !"or '-: ::>rl: all the pu'h1ic ro~d s .o . GO . ~or cl erk 

o~ :i:d l.al5s ;.i~ . OO . deJE sen'ice in teepiu£.: poles .;.>1. 00 , 

"'hi16 the " \"e r a pa i d .... 0 . 00 for U ,·t::> lf scalp. 

1S~: 18::4. tile ?l'ice for !i \';clf coal) hod r aised to ~ 10 . 

_ ... . 1 , .0-.,. • ""oJ 0':1".) " 'B eet'; Wt;:,l:!;: t>t i ll 9. i:lO -"'~1'! ' ''prnfli l"'pmr insd - np' " ""f' e •. , 1 " 

rno! '··ali' se:01pe \'ere ~ 1 2 .00 

OL:I QU ILT 

~'hc o14eat dated (1 ilt i A .u H r.le!"ic ,~ f:f.:cord l r.& . 0 tr.e 

g '::: 011 df"· ... e "oun'n-10 1 -;:. ~ ..... n ~ (,'Ii quil t J\"ued b u Ml' L .: 5 . au !1 . 

~o; f.I.- 01 Clo\'or 1.1 e:k . It i s dl ted 1 795. It i e; of D.p~11qne 1.":A .. J, 

';t'lt. . ~o:}ne!' hOB hn.d 1 t 0]1 ~'., . exhlb1 t tt.rcc t1r'l8S 111 US'," Yo j-r .• 

;'rOM--'" Col yin Erice 

'i'olbol't Hnurh 

Lut-her 11", :1 111 

L\t\n' \n U(:l~tOl' 

t .. . '" .. t.:.lt h ' , ... \ , 
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OFFICE LETTER 

f d .,toi..O Di ·o..;,;o:orf1oo 
D!"uoa t.:ru\' O:f • 

Date Oct."ucr 4 . 1 tj!, 0 

o 

__ ~F~~~~J~UO::'~11~t:.~S_. __ D~1_1_1_0~"----------~O~f!fliO~.~~R~.~f.~r~r~in~~t~o~ ______________ __ 

D t for Octal er 4 1940 .... 0 or 
File 

h b ' t Onit 1111 formalitios. For offioe l etto rs only. 
Sonanto sheot f or ono su Joe ~ 

.1 Ow repeating Ii litt.le of the I:'l:l!terial sent in at other 

-:'loes . but ill t.hie 1 h6V6 trec.:e <1 the oV1ncrship 0:: some of tho old 

mill from t.hcir beginning to the J)resent time . use this repOl't 

in comlec.:tion ,"ith thbse sent in all June 12 end J W'Je I S . I .O\'e 

chec!:ed ell of the r.l8teriol in tn1 E olle "'1 th the de ed s g i Yen. 

AI"iCle811 of the u6tes were tn):ell f ror;l tho£c deJ: j~ . There m.'e "til l . 
a fer: more thnt I hope t o· r.r~ ,"e c.; o ~ lplete · l h~- next "ap. k . 

I , ,/.9, 
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SI'bje.I09~~~du.t~.:. ___ _ 

Researoh lIor!:er samuel G Smith 

!:at. 4/25/ 41 ------------_ ._--
Iht. Re.""reh 'fu k.'~/.I9,?2 '24'r~"? _ 
lht . Typod _4!~5/_4~I ___ _ " ' . f. 
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lncS.uetry.SomJE:l G Sm1th Hl1lsboro . ti . Ve. . pocahontas co~ty . 

Th 
first tub U1ll and Saw U1Il 1n the Gr U :nbank c ommunity 1':&8 or.n-

11 P
robably Joseph -;'ooddoll,th1s tub 

op(ratfcl by the plontcer l;toodde 8 

al11 the top atone 18 stationary and the bottom stone the runnf'r,whl1e the 

Irist mill thE' bottom stone is stationery and th e top stonE th e runnEr a tl1-

thammfr wae installed at this mill l1hlch was grEatly n eedEd by th e pioneers 

1n making tools and Impl1mrnts of iron and st EE l this op eratton took place on 

thE" Smry ;,-oo(!tlell place in GrHnbank,the lumber that fin lShf'd tbe old c010n1-

a 1 hOUSE of Jacob r:al"lflck at Cloverl1ck l'IB.S s aWEd on this mill at GrE-Enbank th-

aomf 130 ymra ago.A Tilt HammE r r.as installEd a t th1s mill which was grEe-

~ly ~E"Ed.Ed b y the pion eers 1n Ita..klng tools and I mpllmmts of iron and steel 

na.cE-ly horse shoes,wagon tirEs,shovel plor.a ,bolta,nails and many others ,few 

,fo,l( living in the town of Gl' E:enbank tOday kno. _- th at such a tlB.chine as thE' 

~11t ~(r wue operatEd in t hE to~ of .. •• GrUnbank . 

1bout 1799 th. <at<r por-er of - th 
. or Fork Ti8.S · beE;inn1ng to be har_ 

ct .(4 up t;hia r.a8 calf"ed. Cartm11l s Cr "'-
• at that time , bere a. Tub mi ll r.as 

• 
,U. u .. t 'ft. 1n operation tor 10 t 

o 15 yenr. thi 

•• 

• m. a 11 built by F.e. rlMll 

odcled th(> mill and o.ddc-d t o the corn 

7 \0 ,rina buOkWhtat aDd wheat 
ftnd in co 

nn otion hnd nn Up and tt:nrn 
, 1 a.D4 • 1 U l.Q Y:blCb, • 1 

n .YO t 111<4 ITl tb the \·c..ry b at till ite Pine 
., I 

10 tb oleJ.fa t bou_ 
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& IndUBtry.eamu<l G Sm.ith ~111sbOrO . r. .va.pocahonte.B County. 

~uilt a gri.t mi ll and Saw L\1 11 co.roined 
About 1822 Patrick Brutf"Y v 

in COnnt.ctlon ha.d a blacksmith Shop and establishEd a ~gon shop and su-

"""U'1i the community and surrounding terr Etory with v;a.gons, Bruffey later b ec-

Sherif! of Pocahontas county and died IS53 and today you find milling gOi-

DS on at this samE" location but the mill is known t oday as The North Fork Ul1l-

1ng.g~,~ .. d ..... f!,c?~ the very first ha.s bE:fn the main stand by for 'the- community . 

, 
The pioneer [Bn.lel Kerr locatEd on DEer Cr Eck at th e clo sE of 

REvolutionary War and EstablishEd a grist mill, saw mill and blaoksmith shop 

and a little later a lathe was installed and was opErated by Fredrick Phillips 

who r:a8 8 fihE'El right and uade spinning wh €.tls,looms,rHls,epooas,fram£8 and 

chatxs.'Ibls 1\"8.8 the only watE;r pOi'i'er mill on De~rCrEE:k. 

About 1819 lun dy Taylor settled on Galfo rds Creek and erected a 

6T1st 0111 and sar. mill that Y:as k t t p running until 1880 . 

About 1825 to 30 John Y€ag ~r (rEC~Ed 
y a saw mill on Flock Run a 

breoch or North Fork and it ""s hEr e that th t fin i shing lU:nDE r \18.S saw ed for 

"lot oU log church on the Al1tgbeny llountain . The old mill s it e was about two 

11 •• trom 'tbt YC0 6 cr hom( at cad and t h e All< Sh<ny Bat tle Fi<ld on the Block Run 

\be Lononiflhf'la ::otional Fou.at puooeo tb rough th e o ld mill dam. 

1 rt'W YlOl'O aIt \:r the 
Oivil 7:o.r Dr .J.p lloonlnU (rect ed an Up & 

~ .. 1 1 D' r Or l lUI!Ib ct Q wed wnn mootly Ch rry wbich WlLS Bold to 

into turnitur~ tor thE 



---
And I::clustry Se.mu( l G S:r.lth ?111sboro ot: .va . ?ocallontas county . 

Cloonk cor.n:unl ty. ,a carding :r..l!.chln e ,:as weta lIEd 8. lon& with this mil l 

turning out woo l yarn to tb e many y;EevErS of that time in and around Gref-

nbank this card1ng machine ~la s operated by i.'illiam B lSood(ie ll. 

ThE laE:t ntEr power San U1Il on North Fork wee built and operatEd 

by Rob Ert J Brown on &~tton Run ,1t wes bullt, about rgS5 . ~ 
.. --"'(I. 

nn~ng concl1 tiOl!. un~l, .~t 11! conn oct 
- L..- ~. • ... 

8 Saw 'Wi i~~1"'~t"b-!e"'r'::e~wa8 a , rip 

r , 
sn,sh1nglE mill,turn1ng latbe and pla1n1ng m1ll th1s nas the f1rst p la1n-

ing mill in the GrE-<nbank community t hE' fin i sbEd lumber be1ng used to f lnl-

sh the many hOUSES that Y: ErE bE'1ng built by the se-ttlE:rs at this time. 

ThE g erms of time and dEcay have dfst roYEd all the water powEr mills 

I in th1s sEct10n excEpt the North Fork IU1l1ng Company mill wb icb 1s st1ll 

1'!'l oyuatlon . 

!lorth Fo r k and DEEr Cre t.k of t b t- I)££ r Cr£ ek va ll£y bEautif ul mo -

l1nta1n &trtam,e !lor. r:·rntly·o d t 
I:;t .. roar h~ sea \,. ith th f i r pov:E r unharn £ss €d. 

pocahontaa County he 
8 many mountain st r fams a nd if harnes sfd .. ou l d 

f rr.1lh "0 abun4tmoe ot po~el' t o run mach1 . 
nny and g Enf'ratt' eleotricity som E: 

of \1':. ( troc t !t :"'.0\11 Ot}'(800 art; 
Hilla Creek, Locuat Cr C'ek and Stamp ing 

• 
b ' aoutbcrn (nd of Pocahontll.a County, ',iilltamf' 

Riv er, sr.sgo Cl'tCk,Sf8.\"er Orrek, 

.. 1 Cr" 1 &oDd. Clo-v I l' Cr t t k 
of the ot.nt r of 

t.he oounty th latt E1' l over 
I'llk}.a. tift " t •• ct ft ' l' 010 

V,r11ok with !J,----r.= n. de.r:a ..... d 

~""""""IIIIIIII"""",,,,___ _. n n~ that 
tu:rn1oh 



And Indu.atry.Sacutl 0 Sn,ith Hills oro. ".Va .?o ce.bontas Co . 

to Clovcrlick ana thE surrounding t ErrEtory thi s na.ter wbu'l 

i nstall'd by BErry Coyn .. of Clov €rlick,and rms " Ected in 1937 d th a 

franchis. from thE state to SEt polES and f urn ish ElEctricity to the people 

of Clov <rl1ck and nEar by ten.tory . Dr IJ~d: 71wfr-
Packa rd with his cousin the 

In 1931 a man by th e name of Cardn<r 

r: lll1am Q.JIa.rdner sta.r teli thE opera -. . 

, 
on or a poet and ~1l p~t at C1-

• 
,. -A 1 ..,~ .. ~ _-- ~---- :f.:~. • 
. ~- ~ .. _. - - -, . . 

were locust end the raile of ChEstnut bought from fa , . 

79 

• • 
of pocahontas County it rtquir£d uan; thousand of Each this has furnish£d a 

e.ark ft for our locust and ChEstnut timbEr they wErE truck ed to Clover l1ck and 

thEe!'E f inisbf:d ready for shipment to ti er. York and !laryland to be used for fETl-

cing as the salt water from the OCEan in the mist that covers certain areas of 

heBe statts causES fe.st dEcay of meta l f encine mo st of th 1 u fS E ra1 s and post 

.. cot to long Island , thEy a lso rrade \7he.t 1s kn017Il a 8 h 1 urd E: fence t hat "ent to 

:('W Tork state to be bui lt on somE f t' h 1 o E. 0 d colon1a l Este.tes where they have 

.lu1 n,1..e ttulcy horscs namely the iVhltnEys ,Vanderb11ts and oth ers J th e pOTi Er to 

r.J.a tt.l';:J nt 1., ecntrntcd. at ClovErlick . Th1B operat ion not on ly furnishEB a 

r& '\ for our t,1 mb tr lJut furnlohcQ """"'1 ._,. oymcnt to zr.any mEn f'lthr r at t he plant 

or tn tr'J.'klQ£ OJ" Ou\tin t.h timbe r tram 0.11 ov r Pocnhont nB CoWlty . 

ov r th r 0 &: 0 ! rom loverUct: 
York •• • " 'Id; oth C'r \0 

at bOArd ... t u • • 



cocuacro( ADd Induatry.Se.muel G Sa.lth ~illEboro . ,;,: . ra . ?ocllhontns Go-. 

,sorth fork,Cal!orda Cr«lI:,5itl1nGton Cr«k and a part of Ch Eat RivE r 

upp<r bel! of the county and Elk River of tbe North '.'.eat &rn part,the 

of thtsE: streams is in in thE; uaklng as th€.y could. b e harnEssed so ae 

to furnish power for the Entire county, Electricity for thE rural s Ections. 

. . ~ 

rc 'some Oo.e will un·dtttake ~to ..fle. rnese e6'mt. of our many strfams thereby furn-

lshlng t l£ctriclty and power to the rura l sEctions of pocahontas COWlty this 

would causE" the WhEels of indUstry to roll a nd pocahontas County liQuId again 

DE- one of W.Va.e indUstrial counties . 

Wor.::e.t ion. 1st part from pocahontas Times and R. W Brown. GrEfnbank. r; . Va . 

le.ttEl' part.oDsErvation and employES of Gardner Packard \'iorklng at Clover-

lick . 

• • 
1 



BLACl'SlUTHS ' '11ILL3!lS AJID -'I'Alm:m~ , ' 

NORTE !l'O~!f JULL 

Juell l tn S . DUley 

Clo,' er Jlick. ft_ Ve e 

Chapte r ~sectlon 
JulY" 12, 1940 

5b 

b Uri ah He vener, This mill " '8S erected y Sr., in the year of 
~atric Bruffey had Id Hruffey flour mill. on the Bite ot the 0 

1879, 

81 te about the year of 1825 ,';hi ch erected 8 flour mill on the 86me 

... as de l TeD by on over shot "/8 tar " v/ile e l; he also had an up and dol''ll 

8aw mill dri ' -en by t he SaQe t;a er pOi; ... ., c'" , t e r ""re",-, e"t , "-h1ch had bE e n 

au.p.Planted b;y 8 uefl s e,·, mill in the 10 70'e 

In the l as t few years the mil l was operated under th e firm 

llaIte of The llorth ¥ork Mi l ling Company. but wes known far and 
~ 

Dear as the Hevener 11111 • . It tlBS erected ""hen the famous White 
---.J :0' 

pIne tre-!~ were plent1 t." and a ll the 'frame t'/ork Was bewe d and 

dr .... d ~~ hand , on tl>e.'i:frsmlng w". ",orti s ,d , draw b or e d and 

»1nJied "'1 th locust pins . 1'0 Hpl1:ea were Uted i n t h e ire me work. 

!be entlT. bUilding ~os four s toriec high including t he basement 

an ....... 8 co"plo to l1J08te"pioco of archl tecture . 'i'he modern ca r pente r 

",ou14 t.11"'a;;1 e l and in ndolr at l o11 and marve l at ita perfec t 
oonatr 'Uotl !In . 

1'b. "or.lo .. of J omoo ~nlott TIU B ocured to bUild the I:1i ll 

.... -Ub tho help or El 1'14 0 Drol'm lind u !Jr , Propps 14 u11 tho 

......... \or or k on tb bUll /ling . Ub rlou p . lirol' n l UI d tho r OIUlde tl n 

OI.Jt "l 6tJ 
.... ' t'k . '1'ho ltI ~luhlll0 :; ".t, 
~ Itt. illt.o Pft T!'oo t 

.. 
~------,-" . , 



Man,)' different 
d th o mill durinG the 

miller s OI)Orate 

Robert ,It. Cum 
xlxt,)' yoars . Per hapS 

worked the mill lone-or 

\ban all,} ;> ther miller . 
d in ,-ie\" of the needs 

industry , all 

01 tho 

In keeping up wi t h 

breenbank communjty it 
d t hat the old hruffey may be obs erve 

c tll aud t he Hevaner mi ll \'J85 0. 
f illdustry ond had t heir center 0 

the h istory of the Greenbank 
in t he ni che of place of import61H:e 

c mmw..i ty . 

master mechanic of the building "'-laB a James Elllott, t.h e 

Pri,ate w lder t he c ommand of eoldier i n the Indian '''ars ; was a 

1 ~ He \"0 8 wi th Reno 's ' . Cus~er , nnd Genera neno. Genersl George .. ~ 

C·ompany ,,:as massacre d in 18 76 . 11r . ~11iot t' 5 GrlllY " 'hell Cus ter I s 

S 1 John P. TO\'1l1send in 1926 for the a!!'lds \-i t was taken by qu re 

as an I ndian \'Jar ve t eran . He died purpol3e of securing a pens ion 

before t e paper s V'ere r6.jji fled b y the U. S . (.i.overnment . He TI'n~ 

.. CODfederate sol dier i n the Civi l \lar UJlder the commend of - , 
rby Smith , and--- !li Ck T8yl o~ ~n the South \,ie~ t. Afte r the Ge .... e:rn l 

war he 1?ork e4 ): i8 way f r om Mississippi to IOVla , and fr om t here 1n 

cor:..vsny ,,1 th 8 man namod Reynolds went to the Dakotas on e t rappin g 

exp141tloD and thereby enlis ted in CU5tar!e Army . 

On aaturday night , Llarch 2 , 1 940 the North Fork ll111 

.~. tl~r11 and complotely dostroye d by firo . This disaster 1s 

.. ona ilS.red tho moet u.nf ortunate O" ont o~ 8 cal umi tous nature 

•• t. t,. ti1'f"otocS. t.ho CToonbouk noighborh ood elUCe h e aye f 
u .• Clyll 

alll .11 

• 

lor . J • .8 . Oroo.or1" ownor of t.ho 

• -, hout. tlrt) . lttol" nt. po r a 
mill had 'I'f t',ked in the 

1\8 h d bred the mill 

.. ~, Cl 1.01111 
1. nulS. Coo 11, A,rbogf\ t l';'ho live n a r 

-. 

~. . . 



h fil"st discovered .. I n 
of "'lar.'le B r'1 .en maS S J. . inBide wetS 8 

\"88 l1 Til6SB of ruine d 
t - whole struc'ture 

tban balf on hOur ne 
d t more than ~lc. oo o_ 

lose i8 e s timate 8 .. oblnerl' _ The entire 
till 111 the l'lat er de ck in regular 

the t .... o turbine dei YO v'becls are e 
b the main s tand by f or the ne1ghbor-

arraugetlont . Thie mill has .ell n",,-~- G-~~ 
bood for 8 period of ebout sixty years . - 'I ~~ 

• Patrick Sruffey, who erected the 1:\111 on this site in 1825 

. '815 8 ,"er~' u~eful and prominent c1 ti zen; a s1:illed \'lorkman in stone , 

iron and wood , and f1l1ed moa t of the offi cial positi ons in the 

gift of the CQlli1 ty. 

• J ohn Jordan , t he ancestor of the rel&tlon ship ot thet name 

in lower Pocahontas , v.:as 8 ver~' V!orthy n ative of Ireland _ By 

occ upation he 1'18S a t ai l or, and wh en h e on ce mot 1: a fell o\,' member of 

the c::t after B prolonged s e paration his friend , /8 S very demonstrs-

t l l'e- he plea sure t he mee t iug a ffol!ded_him . I n bis joyful 

8>:h l1sra: 10n he struck his frie nd Jorda n on the back of bis hand 
~! - " 1"'1 t h 8 Side bl o .. : of hi s own. ib i s f ri endl y li ck l':'as so pOVlerful 

e. t o In.t11 ct a brui ee so s eri ous in its e f f ec ts a s to ne c essitete 

cCi:;puta Uon of t he arm j ust bel ow t he elbow . Neverti18 leG B ~ he learned 

1.0 gle 8 boo or ox to 0 goo d purpose i n nfter life .. He came to 

~ r. l . r og t on 8e 6 travoling mer chant. dealing i n Irlsb linen s and 

ottl. r portnblo Qorohantdl so • .de \'Ins a ''bard money" man 1n his 
tira4nc Snl pretor onoD e . and . 

oom'ortod a ll pap er mones' he rece i vad 

I · 0 011\" and soH . 1.110. Mirlam 101 01' .01 , daUGhte r of J lul AleNe.l 

t • ~, o~ • • ~ . fOund OU ~ In UOmo wQ~ hu t 
ho . oung mo r oh ll t h d 

1( h hoi of .0 1" . • 
Ilnu J \. " 

htH" mJ n 0" o Oour t 
, ." It • ... raoll 4\aut10.s t 

h. Yo .. , uoulct m 1;.0 t.h tH muoh m na y . 
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ad cure o.rt.1DI~ t aX. go 
the s urprise of her of her. '1'0 

.L_6 a Dloe se"Bible gir 
should fbOCY 8 cripple, 1 88 she wos 

....... tho hustling yoUIlf the attentions of Ih. 41d not discour a g e , 
local 

Irlahman. 
hlBtor)' a 

alld they tlere !narried. At 

young mans reoommendation 

that period i u bur 

"I>S hi s ability to clear land. 

to marr y a cripple in store spIlt reila, and grub stumps , but 

olothes was not to be t hought of. 
~fter t heir marriage Ur. Jordan continued t o prosper in 

meting 8 I1Tlng, an d Purchas ed SOBe servAnts to l'1n1 t on the .irl 

S\ll'prl· ~1)1~ venture as to marry hie . He t hat had cade such a - u settled 

on Millstone Run and opened up 8 fine farm . There were i1 va SODS and 

three daughters. 

'raJ! Me)l!sEL lULL 

~~ MeUeel mill a t Millpoint "'B S built about e i ghty years 

ago by 18a~c JJ.c1leel. 14r. McUee l o\med the mil l unti l his death, . . 
atter whiGh t ime it belonged to his son Dr. Uill tera McUeel of 

.. illEboro . On July 8th . I viai tad thi s l:1il l and '""s told b y the 

preBent proprie t or G. N. Dalton that t his mi ll bad t~-been in 

o",~n·btloD practically ever y -aeek dey since i te ere c tion 60 years 

.go. a. 8ai4 tbat he had v il;5i tora f r om man~1 s tates and that they 

'beltorlld it to bo tho only romaining frame key build1 :ng in the \'Zorld . 

I a&I no l. a thor1 t.y onough on the mills f the '''orld to say 1 f this 

,. corree I but t t 1a probabl." tho 0111 ", i h ' 
.1 •• ono n t e CO\Ul ty •• 'i.t 

a.l. rat. tho trame "ork 1u 
put. tO$otho r t Il thout mlils . ond Is 

10 •• 11 ~ut\t that aftor 80 YO" r. 
~ hUlo" 18 Ho t (\ 1 \ ' 8 j n t he 

~ 1141 

1'1>11 III 
,",u\. 1 t .lnndo. thoro UI 1 

o I d DB 1t bUilt n1 S ~~st rd y . 
tla..a. Loth corn 0114 Who ••• llr 

" ... 'l.6hou \. t.ho yours 1 t had 

., f \O\lr . l h. onll' mill 111 

J -r? nv ... ":§ •• ~ • • "" tc.. 

• . . .. ... ., -

thfl OOUn t \ tht. t d iJ no t ./ 
. , U~..J <L,-", ~)..,: ,~ ...... rl~ .. 

- . .. . • 
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a blecuher . Ur Dalton .ay. t hot he 

i. is the only known mill gr inding 

ilas 1>0 01. 1.o:!.] b,v ruthor'tJes 

1mblea ched flour . 

V,'R ' ins t a lled , but he says that HaweTer, in April 1940 a bl eacher 
11 prefer the unble a ched flour end 

maD3 people of the vbcinity Bti 

1 Pe r month . Bread made from that he grinds about four barr e s 

flour is Baid l10t onl y to be more de licious but 1s the unbleached 

el sa more heelthful a s bleaching tekee out all of the oils . Mr. 

Dal t on rWlB the mill for 11r . MeUeel on a percentage b ase s , and he 

tells me that be is bus y most of the time gr i nding fl our , meal . 

and :eed . :.t'be original water whee l "!8S a \'I ooden overshot v'heel, 

but ~8S r epl~~ed s evernl year s ego by a metnl whee l. 

There has been « mill at Mill point ever s in~ the one erected 

by Valentine Cackley , Sr. in 1800. and it has a l ways beon e. paying 

business as there ere s o many good ferreR in t h e surrounding 

co~t~~ Si de and mu~h stock ie Dl so r a ised , therefore feed is 

'" a l \,:E:ysUlLdemnnd . Both the Cack l ey mill s were loca ted a s hor t 

d1ste.n own stream from 'the McNee l roill. 

\.,s~trcfen oVE.r shot ste r w .ec l s t''' er: ~ out; they woUl d get hen,'Y 

on the sbe.dy Si de . The sr_rewd sal esman from the nor th v/ould then 

Eho,," the adTe.!ltc.g e of t he ste el fabri~a t ed wa ter v,'neel and o"f the 
tu:tl n e . T6ke a n artfUl ly con~tructed 

v'oter whee l out of commi sel on 
BnA it is eurprls1ng how qUickly it v:ent to pieces . 

How ~hl1n e mount i 
9 n moo who 18 worth hi s s alt e nd tobacco 

c~n a t ill tuke an axo end mnke 
~ n gr i t mill co pl • • m .. 8. u. liM groo~n n~od 

• filOY roquiro . 1 must edm! t thst '1"0 

training up 'k i ll ~d . profooel ona l mll1 
u b t. • •• 1.1 , 

,~~==="",. 

big or li tle. 

qu i tt 

baul: • 
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\, ILLIIJ:3 L:ILL 

!to\':e ,\"or. 8 mill rW'l by all overshot ooden ?'ater y;heel 

18 still to b. fOW1d in l'ocahonta8 . It "as made and is still 

owned by ~qulre b . M. wi l l i ams of Bruffeys Creek . Some years ago 

for bi s lv'n cOllvenience Find t ha t of hie neighbors be rigged him­

self up a grist mill . He wo::-l:.ed rainy days and mnde himse l f a 

water whetl fifteen feet 1n diameter , out of wood . I t makes around 

eight re,olut1ons per minute . For a spindle he used the drj , 'O 

shaft of a tractor steam ingi lle , gear and ell . Be dammed Bruffeys 

Creek t o put the ,'st er in a sluiceway he dug around the hill side . 

For corn rocks be bad the .choice of }I'rench burrs or a pair of 

millstones made from All egheny pebblestone out of the old Smith 

lUll on Greenurier River above Seebert . '1 'he i squ re says the 

;;'llegheny stone is far superior to the much vaunted F1eencb burrs , 

ae the Alle6hellY stone , wear like other burrs , and so do 

not re. ire dressing......",'p so oiten. A Mr , COUch , railroad man and 

utility~e.gnate from the Oz.ark :-egion 'Jf ~rka.nsas , wishes to make 

a t rl s t mi ll run With an h overs ot wa ter whee l; all home made . So , 
de sent t hree yOQ~g men to ~ 0 h O(;a Ollte.s to Se e "ohs t we h a d in the 

'::8] :s f mille :s f thie t ype . The \,. 
11111aIDS mill was visited snd me as: -

ll.TeCell t8 and pictures taken . 

'J'hey also "'181 ted the 
old ~eard mi ll on Locust Creek , now 

orno4 by .cl.noy LlcCoy (Reo d P 
1 \. &m"1$1111.:1.8 Around "! · - ocohOlltas Times , July 4,1940 WId er 

1 or par t of the above moterial.' 
vi 01 t9d Lhe tonnory 

of Henton Om! th a t 1J111po1 nt onl ~\1 
• !.~ 4n~. uttar Yr . Prl uo 

ond Lho Lo\"O ArkanS08 tl"O " o l ors '''ore U,. r. . J,. • j 
!-U .. ' to t'ot. t.ho 

t am:.tra . 
nUtQo 

u. IL.,. t.)j t. t.ho Urel\. 

.... 

of 11 Lho Smi n o who hnd been 

mlth at hiB fumi1 t 80 £1 r s he 



., 

wow., .. a s James Smith whO \'.'as bound to a tanne r in Staunton, Va. 

until be was twenty-one yoars of a ge. Then he csme to ~ocahontas 

County and rented Wallaces Tannery at Millpoin t. He never had a 

tannery of hiB o.m. He had five SOllS, tnree of v'hom "ere tanners. 

Jake Seith had his tannery l acs ted at t:dray, but he did not make 

up b i s leather. William Smi th had no t armery but he made harness, 

snddles , and shoes. He a lso lived at t:draY' , It is pr obable that 

he bought t he leather from his brothe r Jake. Joe Smith had a 

tannery and Tlas located at Mi llpoint . I s aac Smith, another s on, 

had hi s t annery Oll the Greenbrie r_, lliver between Seebert and Watoga. 

Pleas Smith , the fiftlJ, son, lived a t Edray and was a cowltry 

doc tDr . 

Edgar A. Smith , father of llenton Smi th , has a tanne r y 

neer \ietoga . He t ellS the lea+her d ., e n does Some r epa i r work but 

does no~ake 

...-orked -rh-1 the 

up much of- his l eather. Benton Smi th says tha t he 

bleh t • • 
1e is the 

, 
tannery -tv1 11 hi s farher t'l W l 1. four years Figo. at 

he moved t 0 u~ l .-""'~ p aint and built a t &.nner", of his .. 
own. 

good old oak t d amle l eather . The f i r st s pe ll is i n the 
o~ t tor ODe month j t he se cond is for two months ; the third for 

light tha t is enough. ~'he fourth 
three mor.the . If the lea t her is 

for to ,"onths , unci t h l a j ~ .. ....or heavy sides f or sol e l e e her. 
~G.r. ~Iro ti lot of bear 

polta ill the pro cess of trum lng nn' t he 
.or 1,Ihi n ' ~ uorad moro th nn ono hundred . Mr . 

fl>r 1O nod •• 1 r •. mi th hue or.lOud 
Hln t or 1 o thororuft \' ork . lIe makes hal'no 8 nnd 

ct •• 'L ita . 

II ubOomnku l' . 
!to Btu .lu. 

.. .. - 6 eho m, I', 
arL r • . " .. l--··_ .... u 

100 
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aud ot he rs . A. i'. UatheviS be(;a~e the IJUl'(;1.URer for ~ 2~OO fo r liea 

upl)n land • .331d l.1athews signified!:l to have the de e d made to .H . , • • 

.ilill and t.. . 1. Beard . - 25 acres includillg a Grist mill Eoud wa t e r 

pOl"le r known a s the beard LU l l l'roperty~ 'l'he de e d V'RS g iven a"e r ch 

t 11:tOl . In 1<;)05 there was an0ther s uit of chuncery over this 

prope rt~l t and in 1907 i t was Bold to liharles :i • .iJonnally • Donnelly 

o"-ned the mi ll until in 1 911 l'Jhen he so ld to J . JI~ . Gaubert. 

~abbert Inter sold it to Bertie Hiner end husband , T . H. Hiner. 

III 11;122 there "':8.S alloth~r silit of Chancery and on No vember 1 3 , 

1923 L. 11. Mc Clint ic , Special t.:oIill'1li ssioner, herti e Hiner end j~ . B. 

liine r de e ded 1 t to J ames 'ii I n • .ioa"e ",he en h u !da ro 1 7 , 1~25 s old 

it to \. . h . l.lcUoy . and on De cember 30 , 1'''.' 1 
:1 it \'IB.E bongh t by 

~Hdne y Jdcl,;oy t he present Owne r . 1 t hink one "'oul d be 
r perfEctly 

eefe in saying that this mill 
has _t he des tinction of having 

changed hands more t!bme~S-than any 
other mill i ll all l:'OCnholltas 

Count)' . 

.L.lilleys Mill---1'horny l,;reek 

an 
:>111 e ;)' 8 Ui ll \'Jas first bUi l t 

by t1enry Di lley , the pi oueer. 
in 184 3 \"8e deeded to his 

1hI1l1. 
SOll J ohu 

of nIt on 'l'horny l.:reek , for 

t blir old 0se . J ohn D 1l1ey 

support 
Di lley along "' i th a ll 

of he and hiE! wife in 

\'!8 8 n mechanio of reoarkllble skill 
to t. a •• It trained wor km 

,o n . He Woe honest nnd i ndustrious , Nl:! 
It II \.41hv.1. b:l hllJ :frionds h 

,.Iul 0; 111n, \.l',ro, h t ho BuCrj :flood hie 'If>(llth this 

r/1111f'1m n . Dilley nn the r s u 

bluuk. rn1 t.h tIl Hun t. Ol' I;lTl11 e . 

oxpoouro . 
·t,1 t r l to "1 

f" " at, the vl11nso 

.... 
L •• 

til 'hI c. M, 
1,? hll\'. h'ld \I 

ut. 0110 ul111d )'rulloJt'lO t iro 'f .Le1ut • 
.. \"<"0 VI. ll11 t d 

I , u"l"ltlt t •• (;:"\11 \., r . \ t • ... itrs . Po pe 
":"4n1 11', J c, 

to • 
". •• "tUl' III 1 

u. Jl trfl~e the 0" ue r ahl p 
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WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 

OF WEST VIRGINIA 

312 SmallridGe "uil ding . 
Charleston , W. Va . 

postmaster of lUll Point, 
West Vi r ginia . 

Dear Si r : 

llovember 18 , 1937. 

.b. few facts connected 'wi th the history of the o l d 
overshot w(;.ter milJ. just west of the h i ghway on the bank: o f 
St9Jl!ping Creek are needed by t he Federal \iri ters ' Proj act ror 
the compl etion of the !~ill Point story. I shal l be grea tly 
obli&ed if you will suppl y the answer s to the folloTling 
questions: 

JUllr.., 

I em, 

V"£)Ylfi~~ 
John L. Stender 
State Director' 
Federal Writers' Pro · t 

J6C • 
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JUf.l.lli tc. C- :;'111C~' 

' I " l.:lJ"Je r J.ll<:l: I I . I f:l . 

t.:hnpte r 5 

!lovembe r 28 . 1 940 

? or r.:tms ;yer..rs be=-ore the con i ng of the autor..obile . the 

l1Yers stable business ';.~~ fin i !1'p\)rtlll1t 'pioneer industry • 

.. 'bee.e '''ere l'1co.~Gd at lnarlln"';111 , vilrl) ill end ::$eebert . 

.... be firs t li 'ier'J stabl e at Mar l inton Y! [:.S buil t by J ames 

tiaur:; G. \;1180n. an .:i:nGlishmnn '" t~-. o carne to ~ ... a r llnton in 1694 

r~en the to,,'n ,"'aE st ill .... er.:.: . .?OUl1e: . ti. .~ '"'as an honor [ rldup.t e 

~:: O;::orJ , ... l&'bo oJ! 16;70 • .de nliQ. D. 1;ho u SUlld pound to in .... es t , . 

FO he left ,i!;nglond and sroiled to r AtlericA . He r, rriyed i n 

?oc 'J.ontDf:: c'Junty in September , by sp.!.·i ~!.g v· ~ton . Phe first 

': ,r .:c he rct ulred '''as a kind. of out16Y' et;nng horses . hep..v~i 

,:, ~p _~cet nn l l"ith Po mefon disposition . Wilson chp.l1f ed rds 

j '"~1'J. ... ) "'LtC.l1 . 1:I.e bu' lt e 11 b ,81"S arn nhout ,·"r.ere Ki lljngE-

, ll"t.h ' B plr.il l i ll D mill now 
t:. s t nllds . lie hi d ten hors ce thE: t he 

! : "u , .~ t ) l.'Ii"\elere . 

3,.' ,)1 1. 1" . ""' hen he Lad 

'l'h e Chrll' F- e l'l::.~ one hor ::;e . a He day . 

b aco~e nn a::per t vith horF6s he 

'ul 

• 

.. 4. \ 

• 

.. I 

':.i.o e r u ' .. 

l' " . . ., "', '} j 

r orro 1 I"l.n1 ' ):0 ~ o~ to1 t'i. : or & :i'he 

"nr /1111 ""lJo • 

'" Il f' t hel. m\ 
:. t 1, .. , 

1"0:10.'1' 1 ",It,d "1 "ft,,, ft • .., "' . lhlr , It l't ~ 
• 

• • 

..... t . 

r, : • 

• '. 
.. 

• I 
'''', cd ) : " 'I ,"It 'C).I' lt 'at. . " 

n 
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• lJoLllu~h 1 1n I t '····'6 ~ljCCee u. c" b y n ... c· • "-

s tn),lc :.:un for (. ;;er:. r 

1 . 1" ,.- / :: . J . ";mith , Sr. jn 
tl":"J 1),;; \lJ ilbur Clark and JOU(I":.; " 

" 1 ,. "aul d 8;'09 e horse '''h ile it n te 
lJOG . I t 1 6 8R 1 d tha t " ar~ . 

5l! .. ' t\:u£ hb ye it _-er.ti:l ~or t he ron:1 1-:" t 1-:e time t Le rj de r 

" 5n i tI;!. <-: r Ol)el"Rted th i s f'tp lJle ha i eaten h ir: dinner ....... ~ . . , ... . 

;ears .:lmi t n had b oth hor ses l:nd Cl;rc ::01" hil' e . Hi s cn ft r ges 

O -- h h ' 1 'l ' ''' 50 T'sre f,er -(lay ~ 1. 5 for 8 ' :-ia.lng or s e t or s€: DHQ JUFg:.1 ·lit... . , 

£lld ~4. . 00 for a YB~on , t,·:o 'horse s nnd n driYe r . :)ome of t hos e 

rho dro,"e for 1 im were : raul G:e'''f r t , J oh n lilnlc or.:l) , Wi llis 

Cau:.- tneJ , 'l' om COlli"tney ::.nd !in;: J: e l li so n . r Fl, rt 0::' this ol d 

'out i:cve l)cen &ble to g et no r..u t hell t'c .... i ... J.lLQXme. t all except that 
~ 

o~e £ t o.J d about r.he:e the railroad nov! 1 ~ J'us t ~ _ r.b o ~;e t h e depo t 

e.:1d the other ";here li O\\'urd J.lcl,n"'ec ' s h . ouse nov' f, tEnds . 

I n 180 n the~e , .• " b 11 ;} - ' <.1 v 1. t i n t.he ' ''est end of Durbin 

r..ed ten 
to !"1;t ,_ ell hCP..tl , f h orSeR . It \"l"S I s. t e r 01' ne :1 h~ J . Gr f. ye~ 
1-# • • " I I . ""' r ccr.;nn nutl -:'un b :,' G. ~). Ki ncci d 

n. \'" 1 til t,· en ty h 
1

0 " 'I.. .ar Ee s • 
.. r. \.Jlctc )"; "'I !' " ClB 1.!r . 1~1nca j. (' 

.1 mo " od bo th the H osterman LtU!'!ber 
(:onlH:l l1;; to lluos 

• d on) till'] roilrond f" -t'flde 

110\' o t.ho 01, t "ltd of tO r'l l 1I..l·r 
A " '. • • I.j :.1,11 1 tl. 'It 

110 uh rca "rr ~~ 0 . .. . :for I' 

> "11'1>, . • • 11nn LrJ ,' j _",' ",1 
~ 1l011ltf't o:!" l~l:e 

I • I 1. l~ • 0 
. .. . \"1'11:' nlit 

11 t ., I 

• • ,I 11 • . 



. ' 

ata))lan , t Se ob,, !"t " ore o\"ned 1,;,' 
Co! (;".!.!in,- all "'1 th 

1 h 
'!'ho ~t~ c' one " 'rF .".W':n t; \i . :J. Glerk. e (:, ~ h~~pn" . " " 

iSct:!ue l Goy "'es the first village hlAcUI!1i th in tr.e 

ton1 of LlArlin ton . Hi e Fhop 1\'nE. l ~(;l1 te d "'here 'Hll St el' , ·rt 

no'" 11,' 65 . He " .' 8 S at one tiv,e Sheri:f of the county,und ""e s 

e.de !l)stCll:Eter in 168 7 . 

'l'he l1tn: t bluol::'s!'Ji til ' Si10P '-:as about where fi;he Peoples 

~tore allo. Supply L:o . no\" GtRuds . It " 'OS ::-~rE't operetsJ. b y 

Che:les Z. i::ievener. tr..e big b l tl L:l:sr:1 i th :!:ron Lt . Grays . He 

1 j\ei in t h e 'roll House, co lle r.;t ed t!')ll . l:ept. pos tof=i c.; E , 

b l acz.sci t.hea for fi livin g . Others rho smthed in thjs 

"'6 ':0 L:lark t7um and Uhal'lee .li. Dille;: . 

J. O. niner also had u shop ut Oll e ti~ 'IJUt it n)s 

c,,!.verted i nto a pleining mill . 

'J.'!i.c onl~' G :ri ~ t mill ever 1,' Ul'lt 1' 11 - the ricin i t .... of" - . -
... : J!:" J::.otton ' ·:&S t 'he ':l Id Ad~T1. Gei ~er o nill belt F.hout t he 

:. es;r lo_~O . . nd 1 t ~ _' Po er pol" :,0, Vj,'ll ]' . ,o S - .. hi!1Gberr): . At "'e 01 ..... th:e 
,~ f'Ji L ~l"t I)" Jlors1-!j ',) he h d 

.Fi. A. \" ide Circl e ~ 0 _ c:':"":J:"'r.'"!"'. , ..... 

• 

1 

III 

• • 

"'1 \ 

. , . 
, " '1 '. .I', 

• 

•• 
I 

• . , 

• • 

_ere there 

hi£,.: er 
t'Q 111 t hu I..O t. i lt ;: • 

I l \ ) 1. 
l:rn 

• J , •. ItI,lClu!' -: In 1 
-'r;1 1·.1tlt'l 

.) 
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0011 ebllulon el . Ul:1od lilt O!l l y e1;out s1;: .J o [~ r a . 

John n. JOh1ls,n ,"he li,'sd in :11e .,Ijrus h cormnmi ty 

~f~erOl1 peveroge 110' 0\';n9 WuS 0 WJoper . ifhht i ~ (. 

e rs:m ,'ho mn:ie ,': ) o(le11 tubs, churns Clnd t'firre ls . 

Dick Knopp was al s o a cooper. 

Oue .:16 :;" "'he n I '"':;' S l 0 11:ing t hr ough nn ol d conr't ord er 

bOJi: r:.t the court house 1 no:ti?ed thr t ::r om 18 :::5 to 18 :'53 

.~ ~e!l ,"eTe t'c,id :or Y! :Jtl: on the pu"blic r oed s n . 50 , ::or c lerk 

H:,' 18 :4 t ile ic)l.' ice for a \':o lf r::cel,P ho d rai s ed to ;jji lO. 

t:;t ill 90 00 

"n! ro l i" sccl ps '-'E;i"' e ·';,) 12 . 00 

OL:) QU ILT 

'i"ne l d o e s t u.a te d C!uil t i ll AneTie,," f:(.;co r d in& • 0 the 

" _ . L ou 1~ . !l~ I..cll j[l.£ e ::'oundutioll is '.1i quil t ,lqled b " .M..l' <:' 

l"t i s dfted 1795 . I t i s of oppli que .1.", :...1 _), 
.... r .. ..o:;ner hGB hnd it on 1 ib ~.- . 
Co; (;1.' of Clover Lick . 

ex j it n.r ee tiflle s ill ll€ ,,' Yo 1-r . • 

~'rOM -_"" Calvin Price 

'I'olbert \l(lu.rh 

ttl t.her llu:la ill 

1,1ul' \' 111 UOt'tOl: 

(/ 4 ' w . " f'!lh . . ...\ . 

-.. Uri . U. " J . ·'1110,.t 4 .... '\ '. 1.1t.r .-:".\ , X j..;. '-,. 

I,; .. ~· A -?11~ &.:>.(.. 
.,. ,. J 

, 
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Ofo"FICE LETTER 

f d -tute Dil·lh.:to ::Olfice 
.drul.;6 Gra'" 01' • ... 

Date Oct olJCT 4 . 1 Cj<, ('I 

o 

Juanita 01 . Dilley Office Referrin to 
From 

Re ort for Oatore r 4 1940 File 

h b ' t ~'t all formalities. For office letters only . 
SOU8rtLte sheet for aac I!iU Jec. \,oWl.L 

1 or.. reoe s ting fI litt.le of the oete r inl sent in at oth(;r 

times. but ill this 1 have trs (;ed the ovrnership of some of tho old 

mill from t.heir b egilUl illL< to the j)Te s ent time . Use this rep :Jl't 

in connection '~i th thi1lse sellt in all June 12 and June 1 8 . I h [H'e 

checl:ed ell of the r.!Bterinl in thie Olle ''' ith the deeds git"en, 

A!-'i(ies11 of the U& ts·s were tnken frou th ose de.r.:t r: . '.L'bere 

s. :fer.; more t hA t 1 h ope t o· .... r, v e t.;onplete ·l h;:." nex t 1!f!ek . , 
ure Fltill 
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JuanitA s . Dilley 
Clover Liol< . 'fl . Va. 

POCAHOlTTAS COUllTY 

o ctouor".. 1~40 

C~Bpter 5 Pioneer Industr y 

---- llLACI~SJ.llTlJS ---- TA11W';"S 

St <..:reek \'8S a small tub The first mill eyer built on ony 

-111 DWlc.n l'n 1824 . tie served h is apprenticeship 
~ bull t by H.nry 

in Virginia and "arne to Pocahontas as one of our firs t car p ent -

ers • .tle he l ped bui ld the old vourt l:1ouse a t Huntersville. the 

old brick Oak lirove Church and old rlamline (.;h81'e 1 log church . 

His tub mill "'8S a t the head of the big Spring . 1:18 leased this 
f 

l aud fo:- II peri ad of e·ight ~,- ears alld bui l t there on s. mi 11. It '" , ' 

g =::lUnd corn and buckd1eat . It is belieyed that he discontinued • 

t he mil l at the end of his lease and that John Duffield buil t 

his mi l l about ~e~enteen year s later . 

C¥t records show h. at John DUI~~. l' " .l. d ,-_ uought l ana. on Stony 

I,;reek 11;839 . llo doubt l18~Uirt the mill a short , , - -... .... 
coming into possession of the lan:a ."' '.L'hi su trac'f of 

tiJ:le- aiter -
~ .t", __ -

leli d con-sIoring 

:If 380 acres \" 5 8 part of 22 ,000 acres originally pntented : i:o 
.cenr!l Philips eesee of Jame s Patent 8Jld \'"as sold on 1l..g gus t 6 .1639 

b., J6cob J::L ArbogsEt , Commisioner f D o elil1C]uent L t!nds . Jor..n 

DuffIeld -os the higheBt hidder . 

,'I>1e 0111 ,. 08 an old log bUild i!1,; _ 
1 t gr olU1d u oth corn 

'" .h tit • .Lt Vl61t run b ,' nIl O, 'or h 
'" B at , WOoden " '8 t er ,.thee l . 

On Jununry 31 , 1 8 78 JI~cob Hl\\1t;'h l)oUCl'h t 
__ g of' JOhu Duffield 

'1~ . '1;) "rbl on wh10h V/1'J8 bu11 t -
A mIl l for tho S\~ of ~GOO . ~d 

I.he hOice oj' J 
ooou 1·1. 4gh • ld thft "Duff old 

l' r "1800 . On ),'. 
\lRr ~' te .l S~9 

o· 



1 JWle 8 , 1~Z9 
d t h i s nill ulIti 

oI1r8.., ~ei6er ol"ne d End 'Jperate .. fa' 1 
r "'olbert flaugh - 111 B r:dll 

t :,,"11e ... 
lob,ell be sold 1 t to the p re6e ll 

but Hr, fleugh does not USB the 
beE both corn Dnd wheet bur r s 

T'h(;st burrs . 

1'he old l og mill built 
by John Duf~ield 1" 08 torn dov'n end 

the present mill bull t 
))'. Jacob Vlaugh 8P.d s Ol.S in 1 0 90 . 
• 

, t mill to be built on the next grlS d 
Sten:! Cre e k v l:. f • ..!:'erheps 

buil t by l~athell Barlov: in 18 50 \,11110h g r oWl corn only . In 
one 

connection ,'l ith this mill ".'8S & car d i ng machine . ~;his mill st.o :>d 

just belo?' ¥:'here tile fi s h hatc:h ery n oVl ls . It ViaS run by a wood en 

overshot wat e r vJhGel". On Llay 7, 1 8 72 l'athell h a rlow s old this 

property t:» James AUldri dge . Mr .. ..b.uldri dge use d t h is r.ill unti l 

18 90 \' hs n it ras discon ti nu e d and SOr.:l. e t i n e l a ter r ns t orn d m'-n . 

'l""t: e burrs '''e!''e s old to a IDEm by t he l1E:.l:1 e of Cas s ell 'End the:} V-ere 

t &f.. e.ll-o-UP on l..eathe rba r k und put ill a mill -built - by C~ssell . 

' ee le y Barlow h a d a t an yard where the barn Hepsidam n ow 

. t. t_ndB . Ib16 1s j us t ab ove the f i Sh , ha tche ry and in s ight of 

t 'e /lathen Berlow lAill . I t l s "" l' d th 
J • .,.... _at one tiwe tir . Barlow 

lit t' .• tire ge t out end he ron u p Over the h ill 
cn11ine , "Help 

J ~" IJ"' . ",,4 o1na. ho did no t epe It J' lRin"'il 
') SOWlded like be ~'n s 

• 1 roId'PI j dum " and he plllCO hn~ been c..; 110.d Hepsldam 

Snc • . 0121 11014 hh!' l.uuyur4 1.0 Jumo8 Auldridro 
" in 187 . This ... 

I 

rS 1 • O¥rllrr of t t l'iu 

1, l b12 UI,IIl lltvO . 

,1 ... Ill . 

Itlll . n \II rdiH~· achinG f.ud 

1'001'11 ' 1111 rot'err l it ~ 

e Yer; 

t ho 
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At ~ne he r.d of t he Li g i:i pring bran ch of Ston;' Creek 

\":'88 8 , :rlst mill a nd en up end d OY'll sa\": mill buil t b y Is~ E. c Llo~re 

t th "l'vil nsr . perhaps this mill 'f'GoD built 'tJe f€l .o",etime prior 0 e v 

~rJl the Barlow mi ll. During the summer fm d f a ll of 1061 Edray 

BT'armed v'i th sol diers on the ma rch a nd i n c p.rnp . Mr . Uo ore contract 

ad camp fever then moas l es , ir.om which he died Dec . 5, 1861. 

Fro", that ~i"'e un til 1884 t h e mill vms run by bis s on Taylor Moore 

Oa IJarcb I , 1884 1'ayl or Mo ore alld I.!ary C. his wife de e de d to 

.. eorg e Ii . Mc"aughlin 24 acres on St OllY (;ree k including t h e head 

of t oe .Dig O)pring brench and (l. water gris t nil l and 8 N ,!y r mill 

fo": ¢ l EOO . '1'his mill gr ound h o th corn enel .. beat. I n conne c ti on 

.... ·1 th the mill t.i1e McLaughlins had a still v1h i ch msd -:: peach and 

a pple brandy. 

1n 1 900 D. L. Barlow built a plnning mill a n el " corn 

gr1st i ll j us t ab:: ~ere t h e bridg e nOW "is . It vms- run by 

. - -~'--, 

e . This mill .. di s c ontinued -in - 1 9:t07. --

I 0 :!1rst enw 01'1: on ::>tony (h."e e.k Was a n up a n d dm~'Il mill 

bUllt l. 11111i<l'" Cochr an h P 
\"i ere orter tihnrp no\"" I i 'Vee- . 11ccord j ng 

., r..tordftlty ' I Ancycloped1o. this W(lS 
t he fi r s t SAW mi l l i n ~dray 

111 tt! at . blackSMi th ae lao hud c 

only mill now in operation OU 

til t hsr!uner .. 

Creek 1s the 
~rl.~ "Ill 0\"".1 :J 'l'olbert 

StOll.' 

lIau h . lJut thor hoye be n s me 
1 t br 

(I "erect 1n uh(lp or 
h 



eorge l;ourtlJSY l.lr . and J"lre . v 

th ~ ~ made a eoc d !t 18 801d that " 

of .ducl:eyo \':ere 

li ,iug 1"'1 th the 

Y10avers L~ trcdE . 

prOCOOClB of 

t l~e lo om . nd aoy'n S8'" mi ll. Loure l Creek h od on .up 8 userge flhits on 

a blacksni th . .ile ma de "'"'sgorJs and ... ohn ~'yler of .c.:dray VJa B 

was 8 master 0 . . .l l n s ::t'p . ~he only man in Pocahontas f r ep,nrllJg 1""OO ,J _ tI , 

t i me who could put cog8r·~n.(, the mas terwhee l of county at that 

the old hors e p ower thr BB.6h~J . 

shoemakers 1 and :Buck Waugb on Jake and John Si mmons 'ile r e 

Greenbrier r i '\ter V:liS a shoemake r • . 
MILLS A~ lULL PO niT 

t,(hese old mill s built by t h e L:acl:leys hs.ve been ment i oned 

in previou~ reports , but in this I am go ing to trat:e t he jr 

t'P·"ne .!'ship f rom the heg illl1i ng t o the" p r esent. 

1'be lower mill which stands just Over the bank be low Jp.e 

e-t6.t. .. ghway , was-4"i,...~ built by Va l entil~e Cackley , Sr . about 

WB S OUe of .c 
e r.a ___ _ 

ery first '1i118 ever builtin Pocahon tas 

C":m t y . J,. t the dea th of Valentine Ca cl~ le:1 , Sr. t he mi 11 Went in t o 

"t ho hs r.. ls :)f his heirs Valent ine CaCl:ley , Jr . and others . 1'be 

r:111 \'":68 e1 t her r ebuil t lbr repaired lly them ill the 1 830 t s. In 

18&& l>.e y Bold th e mill to Dr . llathe," Vlallace . Dr . V:R U ece 

l. r<>ugb t " mon by t he llame of Roeh from 1.!offi' oe county t o run the 

III f or h bl!) . Roch ' B descendent s hove Continue d to he ",HIers 

LL I Ilhrh .. . Io lo118 V'ilh thlu mil l jl r operty "'us a l p o a Srd i llg 
t 1.1 1 

If blbui.:lm1 th uho,I,J Ulld t. t.tIJU
1
or ,V, nIl 

t 

• 

Ir" tluri. 

• 1 •• lfl;O 

f t h e bunt t i.8 
n llJlora 1. 0 ''' '"Ir k j tI t.hj 

1. .. 0 1"1'" 11 f 
I P OUr . \, L 11 uo • I fee l'opor r }':>T 
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1n 1 
t to Uriah Bird. Bird 0 2 Dr . ~nl1ace Bold , t h i s p r ope r Y , 

c a rd ing ma chin e d uring hi s per~od of O\"n cTshlp. 
l1i d ll J t us e tll 0 

1'hB o ld 
b ~} uriah Bird a n d the present Cackley mill wes torn dmn l ... 

nlmo s t 8J:actly t h e sar.;e 8 i te e erecte d 0 11 .... mill 
1n 189 2 JJird Eold this mi ll proper t~· to l1elli llb ton 'i' . Hogset t. 

He ,"as t herefore did Ho t run the ::;;i 11 h ime elf . Some of 6 preacher 

t ',le rl ill fo r h i m were : John Burg ess , John t hns e ' .... h o t ook care of 

Dotson. James Gabbert . Steel McClinti c, o • .b . Hilson , lienry Poage, 

end II. 1 . (Bud) iiogsett . 

~ Dilley a n d u co l ored man b :: t he n ame of tie or g e Lee 

were t wo of t n e blacks mi ths who ha, re p~rk e d in this s hop . 

This gr is t mill ground corn , v'h ent . b u ckwh ea.t , a n d feed. 

"Dud" Hog se t t "~las a good m.echanic and dur i~lg t he time he run t h e 

mill he di d s one r epair on it, putting it i n excellent con di ti on. -!I-::e=--=",=l=S .. i .. b ough t n ew tee~h~ for ~h_e _c_a_r .9- i ng mech~J?e and se t it t Q..... 

? eople say that thi s wa s t h e be s t c a r d i ng machi n e 
. ;-..~ ... ~ ... 

tn'er bui lt i n t he c.; OUl1 t ;y a nd pe ople f or m6.l1Y miles brou gh t their 

", , 1 here t o lJC ca.r de d . (Because of S O;:16 d i s sati sfacti on among t h e 

hel:e . h. quit ';he mill ) . ],'or up on t b e li!e atb of W. T . Hog s e tt t he 

:p r "'p~ r L~ " an t t ~ his hej r s of ,'thorn ~ Hua'i Hagee t t " '8 ('; on e . 

'lb. ' OeD.~~ hei r a s till own t h i s mi ll , but the y s a y that 

I t 1 A •• n" t "" ': h om · o hi 
" • V~. ' • • 0 mill e r ~ o rilll 1 t for them and f or 

te h HR ne ver 1) Ol l "o t l e d . '1;h o mill h .. s e en 
41e:: t r Lt. 11' t t oUJ:' '" • r o . 1'ho do.m 1 ut uut other 

\ I l , t.\. '.ho 111 1. iu VfJl:Y o n l1 0 J1t\1t.j o n . 

J Ot j l h Cl i kl o~1 8 me t i n e 

til 0 lirl up . 11,1 



4~"n SIlW mill 0 11 this location built ai ther llY the (;ackleye or 

b Sampson 1 .. J.:atheV's . It went into the ,1 0E~edsioll of Valentine 

Cackle;.> and James Cackley and they sold it to Sa"'pson L. lIatbe'f1s 

in 1834 . JoiathewS than moved from his home on Swago and spenlJ the 

r ecfl i nder of his life at uill Point . Mary the only child of 

S6l!lps~n L. Mathews married "illiem l1. llcClintic and ceme into 

PJssession of the "'ill ond SRW mill upon the death of her fath er 

in 1854 . In 1 865 lIilliam Ii . llcClint ic sold this property to Isaac 

!.lclleelol see report for June 12 . 1940 for the l)i s tory of Mel/eel ' s 

10111) IS~5~1~~1 bui.lt the presen t mill just a shm't distance 

fr~o the~ld l:ackley mill . 

Jiunter l1cCllntic , son of t1illillm 1::1- ..L.J.cvlint ic, built the 

old red mill on Sro g It .. ., o. "'5S just belov' the site if the old 

J ~!lBth - oand !'be be l.icliii"i;J: milrl. It ground path corn and f .lour, 

6Ild r se built eometil!le in t h e 1880 ' s-'I t --='o. . .. . • Vias called idcClintic$ 
.0 

ill . Grose ::rmentrout l"Jere the millv.rri tes . 
0111 hee been idle for a good many years t and was torn down 
a trw years ago . 

or 

\ 

\0 

t 

lSeard J.lill l' r oper ty-----~ocust Gre ek 

The firet mill h on t i e proper t y is believed 'to haTe been 

no 
J OBi ah Deard . 

0:111 bun t by 
a pioneer . OJld se e r.l s 

h18 Bon J:.d'O'ill B onrd . 
On h . III r'u. l,ull t but i n JUl 

• 

to hll ye been rebUilt, 

I auld fl l d no a te 

lI..111 • !to hie .014 the 
l~?J. , J . 
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